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PEARL SHELL DIVERS 


By RICHARD CROSBY 


“T FOUND THE MONITOR” 


By ROBERT MARX 


A ie Devoted to the Underwater World 





(Cousteau-Gagnan License) 


AQUA-LUy,, 
” 


The combined genius of Captain Cousteau (author of the bes 





seller “The Silent World”) and Emile Gagnan, world’s foremost. ‘es 


physicist, has again made the impossible . . . possible! 
The new DX “Aqua Lung” is activated by AIR VELOCITY... 





‘ resulting in effortless ZERO BREATHING... 
‘ > all (application of the law of Venturt : 
t ‘ ... addi. pat. pending)’ 
= = 








Used and Approved by the U.S. Navy 


The romance of skin diving and the mysteries of the deep can now 
be yours. It is proven 100% safe. 


“AQUA LUNG” Scuba is now the standard of the world. You have 
seen it used exclusively in such motion pictures as “Underwater” and 


“20,000 Leagues Under The Sea.” 
Send For These Booklets Today! 


DIVING CATALOG. Illustrating all the latest diving equipment: “Aqua 
Lungs”, Frogman Suits, Masks, Spearguns, and accessories _.15 each. 





“SELF-CONTAINED DIVING” handbook explaining diving proce- 


dures and underwater safety measures now only .25 each. 


U.S. DIVERS CORP. vepr. sk © 1045 BROXTON AVE. © LOS ANGELES 24 


© CALIFORNIA 
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HEALTHWAYS ae | cu 316" 


proudly presents The 
New Revolutionary = 
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CAT. NO. HE-J 
(Pat. Pending J U N :  ] a 


“PECHE SPORT f retail, 99450 


ARBALETE 


F-l-A-S-ri-! HEALTHWAYS SPEAR GUNS MAKE SKIN DIVING HISTORY! 
FLASH!—-CABLE FROM FRANCE—1955 SKIN DIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS OF 
FRANCE-—FIRST! . . . HEALTHWAYS PECHE SPORT ESPADON STANDARD 
ARBALETE—SECOND! . . . HEALTHWAYS PESHE SPORT ESPADON JUNIOR 
ARBALETE—THIRD! . . . HEALTHWAYS PECHE SPORT STANDARD 


ARBALETE! 


CAT. NO. HE-B 


FLASH|—CABLE FROM ITALY—1955 SKIN DIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS OF y 

ITALY—FIRST! . . . HEATHWAYS CRESS! CERNIA SPRING GUN— ; d B A oe T A foal 

SECOND’ . . . HEALTHWAYS CRESS! SAETTA SPRING GUN—THIRD! . . . “ 4 5 95 
J RETAIL 11 


HEALTHWAYS CRESS! TORPEDINE SPRING GUN! 


FLASH!—-CABLE FROM MALLORCA, SPAIN—HEALTHWAYS ESPADON 


AND CRESS! GUNS SWEEP THE FIELD IN THE 1955 


INTERNATIONAL SKIN DIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS! FIRST . . . 


HEALTHWAYS CRESS! CERNIA SPRING-POWERED GUN— 
SECOND! .. . HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ESPADON 


STANDARD ARBALETE RUBBER-POWERED GUN—THIRD! .. . 


HEALTHWAYS CRESSI SAETTA SPRING-POWERED GUN! 


These amazing records made by the world’s champions— 
wsing Healthways spear guns—prove their 
leadersnip—their supremacy! 


When you buy a spearfishing gun, be sure to ask for 
HEALTHWAYS-—The Choice of Champions! 


Note the perfected 
one-piece trigger design 
and new spring tension 
Positive safety lever 

+» maximum 
safety! Trouble-free 
function! 





3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18. CALIFORNIA 





Now available! Just off the 
press! Healthways new sensa- 
tional 32-page underwater 
sports catalog. Send for your 


free copy today! 
Wa. eae = — 


These incomparable features 
will make Healthways ESPADON 


your favorite Arbalete spear gun! 
a 


ete light-weight, made possible by use of newly 
invented materials... positively non-corrosive. The 
ESPADON floats—easily retrieved after spear is fired! 


V new smaller barrel diameter gives least re- 
sistance to water—greater maneuverability! 


New muzzle design and new one piece original French hand- 
wrapped rubber power sling assures uniform stretch ... pro- 
pells spear with greatest accuracy and impact! New one piece 
rubber eliminates old torque-twist! (Result of unequal pull 
from one rubber of old type two piece set). 


y Perfected one piece trigger design provides single direct trigger 
action! Fewer parts mean less wear—assures trouble-free function! 
(See A) 


y Maximum safety—with new spring-tension positive safety lever! (See B) 


y Spear heads interchangeable in all models and with all Arbaletes. All extra 
parts available separately. 


y Healthways ESPADON Arbalete has the maximum power ever developed 
in each model .Bantam, Junior and Standard! 


Be first to own the ESPADON Arbalete...Order now! 


THE WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 Five Year - $10.00 
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TOP RIGHT—Here's one of the skin diving attractions on Wake Island. Pan American 
Airways stewardess Marion Kindig, of San Francisco, who goes in for a bit of skin diving 
during her stopovers on the tiny Pacific atoll. Behind her is the wreck of the Suwa Maru, 
a Japanese ship beached during the recent war, which is a favorite hunting ground of 
the islands smal! transit population.—Photo by Robin Kinkead. LOWER RIGHT—The 
buddy system of diving is okay with fish-man Dick Ferg when a mermaid like Dian 
Young qualifies as a companion Scuba expert. Both were on the demonstration team from 
the L.I. Dolphins Club that staged a show of underwater techniques in the pool of the 
St. George Hotel, Brooklyn, N.. Y, recently under the sponsorship of Abraham & Straus. 


FLASH! !— International Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships—August 14, 1955—Mallorea, Spain . . . Individual win- 
ners were Jannuzzi (Italy), Buffaz (France) and Falco (Italy)... 
Complete story and pictures of this event will appear next month. 





SEPTEMBER COVER PAINTING 


By JOHN STEEL 


Read the exciting account of the native skin divers and 
their trade in Richard Crosby’s “Pearl Shell Divers of 
Takume” on Page 14. This cover masterpiece, created for 
“Skin Diver” readers, depicts the undersea beauty of the 
South Pacific in true color and scope. 
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FIRST IN WATER 


SPORTS! 
* 


ATHOM’ 


=z, The ultimate in a waterproof- 
\=\ pressureproof Watch... result 
“of years of engineering and 
testing ...with features never 
before believed possible in 
a Watch at any price...now 
available at the amazing 
low price of $54.95! 


Healthways “100 Fathom” waterproof- 
pressureproof watch is truly an all-time 
senZation! Made in Switzerland exclusively 
for Healthways by Enicar, the world’s finest 
watchmakers! @ Incomparable features! 
@ Guaranteed against mechanical defects 
for a period of one year @ Exclusive ultra- 
sonic treatment assures accurate and 
superior performance without cleaning or 
oiling for a period of three years @ Specially 
plus 10% designed, unbreakable lucite crystal © Finest 
canes alloy, rust resistant stainless steel case. 


RETAIL 


Tested to depths exceeding 600 feet (100 fathoms) ...Can’t leak due to its 
unique design and construction... the greater the pressure, the more waterproof 
the watch becomes! Guaranteed positively waterproof ! 

A specially designed face with unusual luminous radium sweep second hand 
and easily identified minute hand and large numerals, make the "100 Fathom” 
easy to read even hundreds of feet underwater or on the darkest night! The face 
and hands are designed so that sports divers using underwater breathing apparatus 
can quickly determine the length of dive and the decompression time. The same 
exclusive construction features that make Healthways “100 Fathom” so amazing 
underwater, make it equally sensational for boating enthusiasts, fishermen, hunters, 
police and military personnel and all outdoor sportsmen! 

Individually packaged in deluxe attractive blue fabricoid display case, complete Write for Healthways new 
with instructions and warranty. Because of limited production we recommend you sensational illustrated 32 
place your order now! See your sporting goods dealer, jewelry or department page Underwater Sports 
store or write Healthways for information. Catalog. It's free! 

Healthways "100 Fathom” is the most ideal watch gift ever presented ... for Jobber & Decler Inquiries Solicited 


the sportsman! NOTE: The term ‘‘waterproof’’ is used with the understanding that the crystal 


is intact and the case is opened and closed by a competent watchmaker. 


HEALTHWAYS... WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 


3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA 
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LETTERS 


that you should read 


Technical Club... 
Dear Sir: 


As secretary of the “Seafarers” I was de- 
lighted to find an article from our publication 
in your latest issue on page 17. This one, as all 
the other previously printed ones, was written 
by our president, Prof. R. Stuart Mackay. He 
suggested that you might be interested in a 
follow-up to the bit on “Underwater Commu- 
nication” which appeared some months ago, 
and I am enclosing it. 

Through Dr. Mackay’s lively interest, the 
“Seafarers” became and have remained an ac- 
tive and amusing group, with frequent gather- 
ings besides the formal monthly dinner meet- 
ings, pool practice dives once a week (a 
strongly recommended idea to train novices 
and perfect techniques of more experienced 
members). We also have a refrigerated salt 
water aquarium stocked with specimens gath- 
ered on our outings. Much helpful information 
has been presented to the club, perhaps be- 
cause many of the members have had a tech- 
nical education, being physicists, electronics 
engineers, doctors, biophysicists, physiologists, 
etc. They have made skin diving a science as 
well ars a sport. 

Sincerely, 


Donna Matthews 
San Francisco 


Australian Librarian... 


Dear Jim: 


As honorary librarian of the U.S.F.A. of 
N.S.W., I would like to send greetings to all the 
skin diving fraternity in the U.S. Also I would 
like to thank you on behalf of the club for 
the copies of Skin Diver that you have so gen- 
erously sent us. I have faithfully kept all copies 
of same and have had them bound and made 
available to all members who are not lucky 
enough to be subscribers. If subscription to 
your magazine was an easier matter I’m sure 
you would have a wide market here. Any ideas 
on this subject would be welcome. Perhaps I 
could act as an agent for same. 

Since our club’s inception in 1948 we have 
built up a large and comprehensive library 
which is a most popular adjunct to our club, 
providing plenty of good reading for all mem- 
bers and a small income to the club funds. I 
would be delighted to exchange information 
with librarians from any of the clubs in the 
U.S. and if libraries do not exist there we 
strongly urge the formation of same. The sport 
is now providing an excellent research me- 
dium, not only for its own history, etc., but 
for fish, shells, corals, wrecks and so on. 

Also if anyone could supply us with infor- 
mation on where to purchase copies of Guy 
Gilpatrick’s “The Compleat Goggler” we 
would be extremely grateful. It is unprocur- 
able out here and of course is a “must” on any 
fishing library shelf. 

Once again thanking you for your magazine. 


Yours, 


Godfrey L. Gapp 
New South Wales 
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Umi Neko & Sazae... 
Dear Jim: 


In the July issue of the Skin Diver, Bob 
Bourgault of the Deep Sea Wanderers re- 
quested help in classifying the “Something 
in the general form of a Sea Cucumber” hav- 
ing the consistency of an octopus and no vis- 
ible means of locomotion such as fins, ten- 
tacles, etc., and when disturbed emitted a 
red fluid. 

The Japanese call it an “Umi Neko” or Sea 
Kitten. It is a member of the snail family and 
moves on a “foot” on the underside of its body 
This foot can be eaten when boiled and pre- 
pared with Oshoyu. 

Another tasty meal is a shell-fish called 
“Sazae.” For those of you who are skin diving 
in Japan, I encourage you to get some of your 
Japanese friends to show you how to prepare 
the many wonderful dishes that come from the 
sea. 

Milt Shares 
Japan 


Firm Changes Name... 
Gentlemen: 


Please be notified that, effective August 1, 
1955, the Dolphin Manufacturing Company, lo- 
cated at 9642 E. Artesia Blvd., Bellflower, Cali- 
fornia, will be known as Dolphin Enterprises. 
R. M. Shannon will be the sole owner. Retail 
sales store, show room, and factory will still be 
located at 9642 East Artesia Blvd., and the 
mailing address will be P. O. Box 744, Bell- 
flower California. 

All orders and payments made after August 
1, 1955 are to be made to Dolphin Enterprises, 
or R. M. Shannon. 


Very truly yours, 
R. M. Shannon 


Cold Water Decompression .. . 
Dear Jim: 

Reference is made to “Wisconsin Conserva- 
tion Trout Survey Drive” by Lee E. Gleason 
(January, 1955, Skin Diver) and his statement 
on decompressing, wondering if the Navy 
Tables are accurate. 

We found in diving in a river last winter, 
looking for three bodies for three months, that 
the depth ranged from twelve feet to one 
hundred eighty-five feet. The temperature was 
38° at the warmest spot. My companion and 
I were taking turns searching under a bridge 
where it was narrow and deep. The water 
dropped from forty-five feet to seventy feet. 
Counting total time going down, searching, 
coming up, decompressing, we were down just 
under forty-five minutes. 

After we were dressed my companion had 
a slight case of the bends. We checked with 
a commercial diver who is an honorary mem- 
ber of our club and he informed us the colder 
the water the more decompression time is 
needed besides what is called for in the naval 
chart. 

Charlie S. Solomon 
Oregon Skin Divers 








In Short, Mr. Editor... 


Dear Sir: 


Getting a bit sick of all the junk you jokers 
have been printing about surplus demani regu. 
lator lungs. Figured ‘twas about time two give 
out the word... . Due to the stuff in your mag, 
and others plus propaganda put «ut by 
diving store hacks, a group of three of us 
who were using surplus reg. outfits, two of us 
have laid out cash for a name brand re¢ lator 

. you know it well. So far, haven’t had a 
decent dive with the new outfit, my ‘\uddie 
whose reg. is one week older, was oui for a 
week due to a stuck lever arm. First « ‘f, the 
outfits leaked badly. Swallowed much water, 
dealers “couldn't care less” .. . when | com. 
plained to the dealer who sold me mi.ie, he 
handed me a can of cement and sugg: sted | 
could glue down the diaphragm if I wis!) +d. 

This I did, plus some scotch plasti tape 
molded about the joint for good measu:-, and 
some cement about the threads on a scre ¥ that 
enters the reg. from the outside, and th: leak. 
ing stopped, now all we have to put u._ with 
is the horrible flutter from the diaphragr when 
inhaling, and the hard breathing, neither phen 
omenon is peculiar to my regulator only, ‘iy the 
way. Oh, well, the third party has profi'ed by 
our misfortune, since he still uses his ex: ellent 
surplus outfit, while we bemoan the 60 ~ iekels 
we laid on the line for the junk we got, mean- 
while putting up with the miserable things 
while diving. 

You can run surplus outfits into the ground 
all you want, but this is understandable. since 
the big outfits buy lots of advertising spa: e and 
you cats make money . . . everyone mak lots 
of gold .. . everyone except the long suilering 
diver. Example, there isn’t $5 worth of stock 
material in my regulator, much less 6\). My 
twin tank manifold I made myself (as «iid all 
three of us) for a total cost of $2.50, my harness 
of stainless steel strapping and nylon webbing 
cost not $20.00, but $3.00. I could go on and 
on. There is, for example, no excuse whatsoever 
for the outrageous price of from 8 to 10 beans 
for some lead slugs and a bit of cotton webbing 
that these robbers sell you for a weight belt. 
We built our own quick release buckles and 
cast our own weights with the use of the wives’ 
gas range, a fry pan and a cookie tin for a 
mold for a cost of nearly nothing and about 
two and a half hours time. It’s utterly unthink- 
able that it can’t be done commercially for at 
least that much. 

In short, Mr. Editor, drop dead, along with 
the rest of the forty thieves that infest the 
Ali-Baba caves sometimes known as _ |)ivers 
supply stores. You can be sure, there are three 
divers, and by now many more, who are going 
to do their best to spread the word on this 
business. A fair shake is one thing, but the 
purple shaft is another. Frankly, if either 
dealer had shown the slightest bit of concem 
with our complaints after laying out many 
bucks for their equipment, I'd not be quite s0 
bitter, but now . . . well, our motto has become, 
“do unto dealers as we have been dealth with.” 


Bob Decray 


San Diego 





A very interesting letter... we are happy to 
note that somebody has ditched their surplus 
units and obtained regulators that are made for 
underwater use. A wise decision!!! If Bob will 
report his problems to the manufacturer of the 
equipment I am sure that they will be corrected 
and his unit put in first class shape. Also the 
manufacturer will be happy to know of the 
faults or blemishes in his product and will 
make the necessary alterations on his assembly 
line. The dealers in this case need an education 
such as Bob received when he switched “cub 
units.—Ed. 
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: Mullis ... First in 


Water Sports! Now exclusive 
world-wide distributor of the 


HEALTHWAYS ...THE WORLD’S MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 




































FLASH! 
NOW WITH 
SENSATIONAL 
ONE YEAR 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY! 


CAT. NO. DI-C 
RETAIL 


129°° 


complete with 
tank and harness 





PATENTED ® 
the finest, easiest to use self- 
contained underwater breathing 
apparatus in the world! 


Tested — Tried — and Proven! Used exclu- 
sively by Ed Fisher in world’s record 24 hour 
underwater endurance dive featured in August 
2nd issue of Life Magazine. This and other 
grueling tests put the Divair first in the field! 


Incomparable features: 
® Effortless breathing gives air quickest— 
-as needed — better than any other demand 
type regulator! Helps conserve energy. 
@ Foolproof—trouble-free—has only six 
movable parts! Water clears in an instant 
and will not vaporize any water remain- 
ing in unit. 


NOW COMES WITH 
NEW AIR RESERVE 
PULL ROD! 


CAT. NO. D-R 


RETAIL 75°° 


Regulator with Air Safety Reserve 


@® Ruggedness — heavy construction 
throughout—It’s easy to maintain! 


@ PLUS the most amazing feature of all: 
The only regulator made with 
a built-in, constant time re- 
serve! Set to give 6 to 15 min- 
utes air safety reserve! 


The DIVAIR is the newest—safest—for begin- id 
ners and experts alike! Backed by Health- 
ways 100%. 


IMPORTANT! Healthways offers an amazing $5.00 per year 
complete factory overhaul and service program! Any time after 
the one year warranty period, any DIVAIR regulator may be 
returned for complete factory overhaul for only $5.00! No 
other charges except transportation. Includes complete over- 
haul, renewing or replacement of parts where necessary. 
You literally have a new DIVAIR regulator each year! This 
incomparable and unique factory overhaul program is another 
Healthways exclusive! ... offered by no other manufacturer! 
Buy the Best Buy DIVAIR! 


All fittings are standard, including valve. You can 
buy a Divair regulator only and use it on your own 
tank. No more tie-in sales, forcing you to buy a reserve 
or tank separately. With Healthways’ Divair you get 
the most for your money! Double tank, yoke, fittings 
and harness now also available 





JOBBER 
INQUIRIES 
SOLICITED Now with gucranteed non-corrosive main casting 
made of high-impact impregnated fibreglass 
developed especially for the DIVAIR! New air 
reserve design permits operation with pull-rod 
or finger-tip lever! New high pressure block 
positively prevents air leakage! Factory War- 
ranty return card now included with each 


DIVAIR regulator! 






3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
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Now you can buy Healthways amaz- 
ing SNORKAIR SCUBA from your 
sporting good dealer... retail 


$39.95! 
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NEW 


Northill Ar-lone 





CHECK THESE SIX POINTS WHEN CHOOSING 


UNDERWATER BREATHING EQUIPMENT! 


W SCIENTIFIC DESIGN: The Northill Air-Lung has been 
designed by the world's foremost designers and 
manufacturers of air pressure controls, the AiResearch 
Manufacturing Company, a division of Northill's 
parent company, The Garrett Corporation. 

7“ PRECISION-BUILT REGULATOR: The regulator has 
the simplicity of a single stage unit, but its perform- 
ance is superior to all other present-day regulators, 
two-stage or single. Breathes easier at any depth than 
any other unit. 

7 RUGGED CONSTRUCTION: Every part of the Northill 
Air-Lung is strong and durable. There are no flimsy 
components. 

SAFETY FEATURES: A foolproof regulator valve, a 
depth-compensated reserve air valve and a quick 


release harness make the Northill Air-Lung the world’s 
safest unit. 


7 SHUT-OFF MOUTHPIECE VALVE: New design pre- 
vents flooding and removes the need for non-return 
valves. 


7 EASE OF MAINTENANCE: The Air-Lung can be 
completely cleaned and put together again in ten 
minutes with only a screwdriver. No calibration is 
necessary. 


— Approved and in use by the U.S. Navy. Check the 
features that count in an underwater breathing unit 


and you'll choose the Northill Air-Lung! 








Mail this coupon for FREE brochure 


Northill Company, Inc. 


ww 


A subsidiary of THE GARRETT) CORPORATION 


aa 


-2 
Northill Company, Inc. $ 


9851 S. Sepulveda Bivd., Los Angeles 45, California 


| am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please 
send me your free brochure on The AIR-LUNG. 


Name 





Street 





City Zone State 
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BILL STARR (left), Instructor of the Los Angeles County Dept. 
tonk at Marineland of the Pacific. Three of these Instructors courses have been held under the able direction of Mr. 


of Parks and Recreation Underwater Recreation Program, presents diploma to graduating diver-instructor in the oval 


Starr giving Los Angeles County an excellent staff of 


competent Scuba and Skin Diving Instructors. For information regarding the Public Skin Diving and Scuba classes in Los Angeles County write to ‘' Underwater Recreation,’ 
834 West Olympic Bivd., Los Angeles 15, California, or call Richmond 7-5511 — Ext. 17. C ood 


Rowe are you at...? 


Sos Sean 


From the “SEAFARER” 


At last something really good has 
turned up. You have heard of people talk- 
ing through their hat . . . well, it has been 
discovered that a microphone can be 
placed in one’s ear and he can talk 
through This, in conjunction with a 
transistor amplifier, is obviously the sol- 
ution to the problem of talking under 
water. Before describing some of the 
more subtle advantages of such a unit. 
we will quote a couple of paragraphs 
from Time Magazine: 

“At Ohio State University, Drs. Henry 
M. Moser, John J. Dreher and Herbert 
Over. backed by the Air Force. are trying 
todevelop a special ear mic rophone. They 
have {ound that when a speaker's mouth 
is covered by a sound-absorbing baffle, 
his speech can be heard, weakly ‘but dis- 


tinctly, through a stethescope in one of 
his ears. Picked up with a microphone. 
ear speech can be amplified until it as 
loud as desired. It has a rather “bright” 
sound. but is not very different from 
mouth speech. The beauty of the system 
is that an ear microphone does not get in 
the wearer's way and is easy to isolate 
from noise around it. The Ohio scientists 
tested the intelligibility of ear speech by 
giving six men the same test sentence to 
speak through both ears and mouth. 
When the outside noise level was low. 
both kinds of speech came over well, but 
as the noise was increased, ear speech 
forged ahead. In practice. an airplane 
pilot will probably listen through one 
ear and talk through the other. The 
whole apparatus will be tightly enclosed 
in his helmet. Outside noise will have a 


Photo b 


hard time working its way into this com- 
munication system, which is almost as 
private as if it were entirely inside the 
wearer's head.” 

It is obvious that the sound of talking 
extends throughout the head. but it 
seems particularly ingenious to pick up 
the sounds in the ears. To talk effectively, 
one should probably remove one’ mouth- 
piece and possibly talk through a “Chore 
Girl” to break up the bubbles. Most 
forms of earphones work as microphones 
and vice versa, therefore. one can talk 
and listen through the same earpiece. 
Also. the same transducer in the water 
would send and receive. The (potted 
transistor) amplifier should amplify and 
pass signals going in both directions like 
a telephone repeater. Transistors tend to 
amplify in both directions even if the col- 
lector and emitter are formed to act dif- 
ferently. This system would seem opti- 
mum in that one amplifies signals 
coming and going with a single unit, 
sound does not have to pass through a 
rubber helmet. and there is an impedance 
match from air to water (or ear to water) 
going both ways . . . which is just what 
one wants. *™ 
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I found the Monitor! It took a year and 
a half, but believe me, it was worth it to 
have the satisfaction of being the first 
person to walk her decks in 93 years! 

The Monitor and Merrimac ( Virginia) 
fought their great battle on March 9th, 
1862. The battle was a draw, but a new 
era in Naval history was made. She was 
invented by a Swede named Ericsson 
and he had great difficulty in selling the 
idea of an “iron-clad” to the Navy. The 
building cost was $275,000 and she was 
completed in a record of 100 days and 
launched on January 30, 1862. She was 
172 feet long. 42 feet in the beam, had 
turrets eight feet tall and the vessel drew 
11 feet. She was armed with only two 
guns but they were powerful 11 inch 
smooth bores. Fifty-five feet forward of 
the turret was a small structure which re- 
sembled a “cheese box.” but it was her 
pilot house. 

On Dec. 29, 1862 the Monitor left 
Hampton Roads in tow of the Rhode 
Island headed for Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina. Also in the expedition were the 
Passaic, and the State of Georgia. Her 
Captain was Commander John P. Bank- 
head. He was worried about the weather 


Scuba Diver Finds 
Civil War lron-Clad 
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By ROBERT MARX 


Robert Marx is a 21-year-old Marine from Los Angeles, 
California, whe has a penchant for locating sunken vessels. 
We know you join us in wishing him all the luck in the world 


in bringing back “ALIVE” this relic of American history! 


and the Monitor’s ability to make the 
journey. However. the ocean was calm 
when the Monitor rounded Cape Henry. 
Virginia. Now the long trip south hegan 
in earnest. The following day as she 
neared Cape Hatteras, she was hit by a 
wind that came in from the southeast. A 
storm began by night fall and increased 
to a bad gale in a few hours. 

The Monitor began to wallow help 
lessly in the terrific seas. Shortly after 
wards the violent pitching and rolling be 
came so serious that anchor was let oul 
and the towing hawser cut, but the water 
still came pouring into the Monitor. The 
Rhode Is!and immediately came about 
and the Captain sent three lifeboats 
across to the sinking “Iron-Clad.” Final} 
all but sixteen men were saved from the 
Monitor. 

The position of the Monitor was set al 
25 miles from the Cape Hatteras | ight 
house. The Captain of the Rhode Jsland 
said she was 10 miles from the light. the 
helmsman put her three miles due Eas! 
of the Light. and no two. survivor 
agreed on the position. Due to the rougi 
seas, the Monitor lost contact wit! the 
Rhode Island, with the 16 men stil! lef 
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aboard her. In the log of the Rhode Island 
the Captain stated that he was sure the 
Monitor would stay afloat for a few days 
and a pass-vessel might save the helpless 
men aboard her. 


I collected all the information on 
where to start my project from various 
musetims, Smithsonian Institute. Na- 
tiona! Archives, Library of Congress, 
Mariners Museum in Newport News, old 
news lippings, conversations with men 
who lave hunted her in the past, relations 
of the crew members who were lost on 
her, natives of Cape Hatteras, old life- 
savin» service records (Coast Guard). 
My b «gest break was talking to old men 
of Cae Hatteras who claim to have seen 
the Monitor at low tide off the Cape Hat- 
teras ght many years ago. 

On June 12th. 1955 while on leave 
from the Marine Corp and flying a 
frienc s plane, I spotted the Monitor 
from ‘he air. | dropped a buoy over the 
hulk «nd took rough bearings. The sea 
was a- smooth as glass and I could see 
deep into the water. Lack of proper 
equipinent prevented further investiga- 
tion at that time. 

On July 10 I set out from Cane Hat- 
teras in a boat equipped with a fathom- 
eter. \Ve laid our buoys in the area of the 
wreck and searched the bottom with the 
fathometer. On Monday, July 11th Cmdr. 
J.C. Mathisson of the U. S. Coast Guard 
and Geodetic Survey who was operating 
three sonar-equipped vessels in the Cape 
Hatteras area. offered to help in locating 
the Monitor. We went aboard one of these 
vessels. the Stirni, and resumed search 
operations with their effective 
equipment. 

Five hours later the Srirni’s sonar 
picked up a good contact in the area we 
were searching. The Commanding Off- 
cer. C. R. Reed. made several runs on the 
contact and pin-pointed the location. 
Later that afternoon the Stirni was joined 
by two other Coast Guard and Geodetic 
Survey ships, the Parker and the Bowen, 
and they laid out a drag line and combed 
the bottom of the same area. 

A possible “hang” occurred in the 
same spot the Stirni had received the 
sonar contact. An exact “fix” was made 
at this position but darkness prevented 
further operations. 

On the following morning, Tuesday 
July 12th. we returned to our vessel to 
carry out diving operations to investigate 
the sonar contact and the possible 
“hang.” 

At 8:12 a.m. wearing a double-tank 
aqualung I went over the side precisery 
at the position of the sonar contact and 
five minutes later, while crawling along 
the ssndy bottom on my hands and knees 
Iran into a large steel cylinder. I in- 
spect: d the cylinder observing that it was 
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DENNIS JAMES (left) of CBSTV, and Bob Marx (right), examine blueprints of the ‘‘Monitor’’ during the ‘‘On Your 
Account’’ TV show. Marx appeared on the show soon after the discovery. James is also a skin diver. 


of riveted steel-plated construction and 
about 10 feet in diameter. Knowing this 
must be the turret of the Monitor | 
looked for the cannon ports and found 
them, almost buried in the sand, facing 
port to starboard. Immediately after- 
wards I rose to the surface, signalled to 
the other members of the party, and after 
they had made a note of my exact posi- 
tion, I returned to the boat. 

About an hour later I returned to the 
Vonitor in company with my diving 
companion, Keith Ingram. a former Ma- 
rine from Houston, Texas. We both in- 
spected the turret and marked the posi- 
tion with small buoys. We made two 
other trips down to the wreck which was 
clearly visible under the sand. Once we 
stood on either the bow or the stern. 
Later that morning one of the officers of 
the Stirni, Lt. J. R. Plaggmier came to 
our vessel and took a six way “fix” on 
the position of the wreck. 

He also gave us a steel cable buoy with 
which to mark the location. We re- 
turned to Cape Hatteras that afternoon 
and somewhat later I went to the hospital 
in Buxton since I was suffering from an 
unusually severe headache. The Doctor 
there examined my eyes. ears, nose and 
throat and informed me that he believed 
I had broken my inner ear drum during 
the rapid ascent following the first spot- 
ting of the Monitor. He advised me 
against further diving until I had an op- 
portunity to consult a specialist. On Sat- 
urday July 16th I returned to Camp Le- 
jeune. 


& Impact Photo 


The “Hurricane” season is here now 
and we have not been able to get an 
underwater picture of the Monitor. How- 
ever Ed Link. famed expert of the sea, 
who found an anchor from one of Col- 
umbus’ ships recently and who is fully 
equipped to conduct the most difficult 
kind of search is going to give her a try. 
We plan on raising the Monitor right 
after the “Hurricane” season which will 
probably be in January. The Smithsonian 
Institute estimated that the raising of the 
sunken Monitor will cost $200,000. but I 
have contacted a man in Wilmington. 
Captain Asa Harris. who has been 
raising sunken ships all over the world. 

He has studied my blueprints and the 
area where I found the Monitor. He 
claims that it will cost only $25,000 to 
bring her up. I certainly am not the first 
person to be interested in the Monitor. 
Many people have tried to locate the ship 
over the years. but have not been too suc- 
cessful. In 1946 Edward Rowe Stowe, 
author of eight books on sunken ships 
announced that he had found the Moni- 
tor. In 1947 an anti-submarine patrol of 
the U.S. Navy sighted the ship. Shifting 
sands in the treacherous waters off Cape 
Hatteras apparently covered the vessel 
in each case. and she was again lost. 

But I have walked on the sand-covered 
deck of the Monitor and even wedged a 
soft drink bottle in one of her gun ports. 
One of these days she will be raised to 
the surface in all her ancient glory, a 
gallant reminder of the brave men who 
made American history! > 
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GLEN MINARD, Diving Instructor, tested the Gauge . . . Says, “Don’t lung dive without it!” 


No More Guessing! 


NOW you can KNOW how long 
to stay underwater! 


Brand new for Skin Divers. ... NOW available after 3 years 
testing . . . an underwater gauge so you can KNOW how 
much air you have left in your tanks. 

The new SeAir Gauge will tell you “when to start for home” 
so you can make the return trip underwater. 

Gauge, hose and “O” ring assembly. . . . Fits quickly to any 
diving lung with medical valve and yoke. . . . Gauge straps 
to chest harness for easy reading. . . . Unit may be used in 
place of reserve valve. . . . Use regulator on spare bottles 
without installation of expensive reserve valve. . . . Gives 
perfect seal. FULLY TESTED. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


Ask for the Gauge at Your Dealer 


ONLY $24.95 OR ORDER DIRECT POST?! AID 


Pat. Pending A diving lung without a SeAir is like an automobile without a gasoline gauge! 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 1453 Revere Avenue — Hayward, California 
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TWO OUTSTANDING VALUES! 


The most sensational value 
ever offered to sport divers! 


OUTSTANDING SIMPLICITY, DURABILITY, 
EFFICIENCY 


Today’s greatest value, AIRMA TER 
point by point 
Plastic coated Nylon diaphram ® Pre- 
cision built for trouble free durability 
© All functional parts of stainless steel 


© All brass parts chrome plated ® Air 











inlet valve consists of 3 parts (One by DESCO 
moving part) ® Non-return valve at the 
mouth piece ® Convenient pack board COMPLETE UNIT 





for comfort. 


REGULATOR ONLY 119 


Available with yoke or 
standard oxygen fitting 





DOLPHIN Standard 
with NEW “Conserve-Air’’ 


} years 

hess attachment 

— Water cap with Finger Tip closure ® Allows the 
diver to conserve air for diving while swim- 
ming to location and preparing to dive ® IDEAL 

to any for off-shore diving. 

straps S 00 The Dolphin Standard features a full face mask 

were with effortless, automatic breathing. One hour 

—_— breathing time. Also available Dolphin Sport 

EE (1 hour) and Dolphin Deluxe (1 hour 10 min.) 


Lung illustrated — Complete with a full face 
mask — nothing else to buy. 


DIVING EQUIPMENT & SUPP, 
J 
esco : 


* 
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONS\® 


World's Largest Mfg. 
of Diving Equipment 








234 N. BROADWAY © 
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The September Cover Painting is about the... 





PEARL SHELL 


DIVERS 
OF TAKUME 


By RICHARD CROSBY 


Raroia is a mid-Pacific atoll which lies 
like a necklace of yellow beads on the 
deep blue tapestry of the sea for a back- 
ground. It is also the title of a recent book 
that made its debut in the U. S. after 
going through a translation from the 
Swedish. Well circulated in Europe, it 
has already been read in 12 countries and 
as many languages. Its chapters are an 
invitation to a dream-island come true, 
until you read the ending. 

Of interest to “Skin Diver” readers 
should be a chapter or more in which the 
author, Bengt Danielsson, who inciden- 
tally was one of the crew members of the 
famed Kon-Tiki raft, tells of how he dis- 
covered the island when the famous raft 
broke up, ending the long, trans-Pacific 
4500-mile journey on its outer fringe of 
coral reefs. At the request of the island’s 
chief, he went back with his wife to live 
there for a year and a half. During his 
stay he learned about a near-by island’s 
shell-diving industry and makes a splen- 
did report on it which is up to date. 


Skin diving for pearl-shell, or the 
mother-of-pearl as it is called is about 
the only occupation carried on. The easy- 
going natives when they work—and this 
isn’t too frequently—do some pretty spec- 
tacular skin diving, this by any man’s 
standards. 


Unlike the pearl which adorns milady’s 
neck and which was the item of trade of 
a century ago, the product in vogue seems 
to be pearl-shell, more famous as an ac- 
cordion-surfacer and men’s shirt button. 
Its embryo must grow some four years 
before big enough to interest the trade. 
The tiny mussel is a sensitive organism 
and lives only if it can survive the rav- 
ages of predatory fish and strong tidal 
currents which take it out to sea. They 
do thrive in coral-protected lagoons, soon 
form shells and sink to the bottom, there 
to continue growth only if they strike 
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hard bottom. If they land on sand or clay 
they are lost and die. 

Also, their water cannot remain still but 
must be refreshed by some amount of cir- 
culation. Too high a coral ridge around 
a lagoon prevents this, as on Raroia, and 
therefore this island has a limited shell 
content. Its lagoon abounds in fish— 
which are spearfished—also limiting the 
shells, as does a strong tide passing in and 
out through its single inlet. 

On the nearby island of Takume con- 
ditions are more ideal. Raroians migrate 
there during the diving season which lasts 
several months each year. This migration 
of divers and their friends takes place in 
large outrigger canoes 15 to 25 feet in 
length and 3-foot beam. They make the 
daring trips through some 3 or 4 miles of 
open sea. The flotilla assembles and waits 
for weeks sometimes awaiting calm 
weather before risking the trip during 
which time virtually entire villages are 
so evacuated. 

To the island of Takume come some 
500 divers. Not all of them are profes- 
sionals, but adventurous Tuamotuans and 
Tahitians who dream of earning a fortune 
quickly. If they profit, they usually spend 
every centime on drink and other things 
furnished by local island merchants, only 
to return to their nearby homes just as 
broke as when they came. With the divers 
come relations, assistants, shopkeepers, 
prostitutes, buyers, recruiters and boat- 
owners. Some profit reasonably well, not 
all are Polynesians. Many shops are 
owned by Chinese. All of the island’s 
bakers for instance, are Chinese. 

It’s surprising how many profit off the 
skin divers. The recruiters, mostly Euro- 
pean sailors and adventurers sponsor the 
trips the divers make from far-away 
island homes on the promise that they in 
turn sell their shells to no other person. 
The buyers rank the highest in social 
standing. Most of them French or Chi- 
nese, frequently arriving in their own 






schooners, they dominate the trade en. 
tirely. 

Mother-of-pearl shell being a luxury 
item, its market value has been very un. 
steady. Demand for it peaked just after 
World War I, but during the thirties the 
bottom dropped out. For awhile they 
couldn’t give shell away long afte the 
depression was over. During the las’ war 
someone recreated interest with a new 
industry which made mother-of.- earl 
souvenirs selling in great volun» to 
American troops in the Pacific. This held 
till even today, when now the shell is in 
greater demand than there is a su »ply. 
The island buyers fight fiercely ove the 
available stocks paying 30 francs (48 
cents) per kilo (2.2 pounds) w: ight, 

hey in turn sell at some 50 Franc- (80 
cents), so the bargaining is always | vely. 

Diving is done off canoes, of cx arse, 
A motorboat captain who tows ou! and 
brings back a string of canoes to th: cen. 
ter of the lagoon is another proi teer. 
Charging 30 mussels per day per c.:noe, 
he handles some 16 canoes at a time 
netting himself the dollar equivale it of 
$115.00 per day. The tow takes «bout 
a half an hour each day. 

On arrival the canoes paddle-out is: dif- 
ferent directions to favorite locations. A 
typical skin diver wears the tiny eye- 
socket goggles, a canvas glove over the 
right hand, and a net-bag attached to a 
belt at the waist. 

They “warm-up” first by diving to 
comparatively shallow depths of 25 to 30 
feet, limbering-up slowly and getting used 
to the water temperature so as not to get 
cramps. From the surface they can be 
seen through the crystal-clear water 
breaking off large, bearded mussels from 
their stony bottom attachments. Quickly, 
they stuff these into their nets and swim 
up. A dozen shells per man, per dive, is 
not uncommon. 

Diving deeper they move their canoes 
from this known shoal water until the 
anchor touches at not less than 100 feet, 
usually more. Sinkers are used, as by the 
ancient sponge and pearl divers of the 
Mediterranean, to descend as rapidly as 
possible. These are attached to long. thin 
lines by which they can be retrieved. A 
collection basket is likewise weighed and 
tossed overside, pulled up only when full. 

They dive without apparently taking 
any deep breath and emerge breaking 
surface at great speed after a minute and 
a half below. Their diving and ascending 
speed must be terrific to cover so much 
distance— and still have a momeut or 
two on the bottom to look-for, break-of 
and put the shell into the basket. [hey 
come aboard the canoe while exhaling 
with a whistling sound, after which they 
sit quietly as if in a daze for a long while. 
After some minutes of such relaxetion 
they seem to come to life again laug/ing 
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and talking. The sinkers are withdrawn 
in the meanwhile by the assistants and the 
divers are ready to descend again. 

Some divers stay under a good deal 
longer per dive, but also rest longer top- 
side. They go up and down as if using 
an elevator, while assistants aboard the 
boat |usy themselves cleaning out the 
shells. For the divers an ideal combina- 
tion -eems to be a minute and a half 
below with a three-minute rest topside. 
This \ aries with the individuals involved 
and averages 10 to 12 dives per hour. 

At ‘he height of the diving activity as 
many as 100 canoes can be seen spread 
out o the lagoon, with shining, brown- 
skinn-d figures diving repeatedly. 

Pai \ies of women dive as energetically 
as th men. The natives regard their 
wome as better divers than men because 
they ire fatter and don’t feel the cold 
water at greater depths, thus being able 
to st'-y down a trifle longer. The end 
resuli- is the same, however, since the 
wom 1 spend at least half the time gossip- 
ing aid wasting time on the surface. 

Th: divers are men and women usually 
in the prime of their life, while the mus- 
sel cleaners are older people and children. 
For hygienic reasons the mussels are 
cleaned aboard the boats according to 
French law. A surprising fact is that the 
shell ‘cleaners can seldom keep up with 
the divers’ rate of shell gathering, giving 
a good indication of the pace of the ac- 
tivity. In a morning’s work 200 shells per 
canoe is an average of the take. After sev- 
eral hours of rest, the canoes are towed 
out again to the center of the lagoon 
where they resume work which nets about 
half again as much as the morning’s pro- 
duction. The shells are as large as a din- 
ner plate and average five pounds each. 
Each diver makes about $50.00 per day 
for such work. 

This work. which seems like easy 
money to strangers, also takes its toll. 
One or two divers are lost each season, 
usually beginners who are attacked by 
cramps or are affected by giddiness. 

Other fatilities occur through hemorr- 
hage of the lungs. and the most danger- 
ous of all—huge tridacna mussels which 
clamp onto a diver’s ankle or arm, prob- 
ably also breaking it, but always holding 
it long enough to drown the individual. 
Like a huge bear-trap it clamps fast and 
firmly and escape is impossible. 

When these things happen all diving 
is stopped for the day. The flotilla gathers 
around the lost diver’s canoe in reverent 
silence, then follows it in procession to- 
wards the village. Other natives line the 
shore expectantly and every woman in the 
Villave is convinced that her husband has 
faller: victim. Nearing land the dead 
dive:’s canoe flies a red loincloth at half- 
mast while the shrill voice of a boy aboard 
yells out the victim’s name. Excepting the 











































FATHER AND SON com- 
bination Earle and Rob- 
ert Williamson of Val- 
encia, Venezuela. This 
duo started fishing to- 
gether four years ago 
and have proven the 
“‘buddy system" sev- 
eral times. The char- 
acter in the center, a 
50-ib. turtle from 
Puerto Cabello, is not 
diving any more. 
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relatives of the departed, other mourners 
disperse quickly back to their huts. The 
buyers waiting on shore do likewise only 
after hushed bargaining first for the 
diver’s products. 

The islanders are not a people to re- 
main in gloom very long, however. Too 
quickly perhaps, before the day is ended 
there is laughter; talking and music is 
heard. They are a happy-go-lucky lot and 
don’t allow sadness to prevail for very 
long. 

Some divers are affected by depth and 
too many dives becoming sort of simple- 
minded and greatly mixed-up. The na- 
tives think this very comical when it hap- 
pens and are “sorry to see them get well.” 
The cure for this—the affliction lasting 
for weeks or months sometimes—is a 
“sood drink and a lot of Rum.” which 
admittedly doesn’t always work. 

When a couple of complete helmet- 
diving dresses were introduced to the 
island by enterprising Tahitian import- 
ers all the natives using them died. Not 
having much respect for mechanical 
things, like the many bicycles on the 
islands which are seen discarded when 
they develop a flat tire, the diving suits 
also suffered from lack of understanding. 
Despite the careful instructions given. 
the natives did everything wrong, some 
competing with one another to see who 
could stay under the longest. Diver- 
tenders fooled around forgetting their 
pumps or broke them, while divers were 
below. When merchants brought in Euro- 
pean divers, local skin divers stopped 
them, fearing competition. Soon the div- 
ing suits disappeared again to give way 


to old, simpler. and more dangerous ways 
which have lasted for countless centuries 
among the simple people. Even today, 
there is nothing more modern used than 
the tiny goggles, the canvas glove. and the 
net-bag at the waist, and a great trust 
in a healthy body. 

Many readers may get the urge to grab 
their ditty-bag full of the barest neces- 
sities, their lung, fins, mask, and possibly 
Abalone irons and rush down there to 
show those Takume natives a thing or 
two. Well, before you do, I'd advise you 
to look into the very unfriendly immi- 
gration restrictions, in effect forbidding 
outsiders to settle there. In many ways— 
for the natives only—it remains the idyl- 
lic paradise and probably is in reality the 
island of many men’s dreams. But the 
legal hand of so called civilization has a 
very firm grip even on such a remote 
place as Takume. located 4000-miles from 
San Francisco and 4250-miles from Syd- 
ney, Australia. You have to get ship- 
wrecked on its shores—and make it look 
good—to stay there. at least until an ac- 
commodating government official ships 
you home on the next boat. Meanwhile, 
the ringlet of coral ridges forming a 
broken letter “O” will remain an un- 
touched community of happy brown- 
skinned natives who laugh and play in 
the sun all day and work as little as pos- 
sible. 

Book titled: “Raroia, Happy Island of 
the South Seas,” by Bengt Danielsson; 
Rand McNally & Co.. publishers. 

Also see: “Skin Diving in Kon Tiki 
Waters,” by Robert R. Harry, page 10, 
Sept., 1953 issue of “Skin Diver.” >> 
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Underwater Film Expedition ... 





SAILS 
TO 


ANDROS 


By LEON PADDOCK 


This year’s film expedition is over. We 
had a lot of laughs, some injuries, some 
insect bites, some bad weather. We shot 
a lot of film; some of it will be good, some 
bad. In general the trip was a huge suc- 
cess and now, upon getting home, the 
second part of the job begins: editing 
and sound recording. 

The sequence of the steel ship that is 
broken in half by the delicate Coral 
Polyp, a beautiful, voracious, stinging, 
rock-building animal will be a highlight 
of the film. Our location for these scenes 
also gave us an opportunity to study and 
film the lovliest coral gardens and the 
finest example of a coral barrier reef in 
the world: the reef off Andros Island! 

We entered B. W. I. at Cat Cay and 
thence to Andros Island where we an- 
chored in Morgan’s Cove. This is the cove 
where Sir Henry Morgan the pirate laid 
away some of his loot. We explored the 
very jungle and caves where this colorful 
double-crosser had trod, hidden loot. and 
done away with captives by torture. 


Here. each day was filled with new and 
exciting experiences. Diving in the warm 
water where thousands of fish and living 
creatures abound: where all the colors of 
the rainbow are found in the coral gar- 
dens: where the edge of danger is always 
present, and the tang of excitement never 
wears off because of the awareness of 
savage carnivores that may be near by. 

We visited an unspoiled town on An- 
dros, saw a lake which is supposed to 
have a mermaid who comes up at mid- 
night on the full moon: were present for 
unprece- 
dented, performance of the fire dance 


an unscheduled. and, for us. 


which is an uninhibited ritual dance 
centuries old. 

One night. while anchored at Andros 
in Morgan’s Cove, the whole heavens put 
on a fireworks display; lightning flashing 
overhead as well as down into the water. 
A powerful rain squall came racing 
across the island toward our boat: we 
could hear the clatter on the coconut tree 
jungle as well as see it approaching. We 
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FRED HOWARD and 
Jack Chase, members 
of the Paddock Expe- 
dition play with a 
Blow Fish or Puffer Fish 
between underwater 
filming sequences. 














were short of water, so we stripped nude 
and hurriedly put up sails to catch the 
fresh water. Then we all had a fresh water 
shower. The whole episode was very re- 
freshing except that the rain fell with 
such force, that each drop struck the skin 
like a little stone: a rain of gravel that 
turned into sweet fresh water. The light- 
ning flashes caused the entire beach in a 
great arc around us to fluoresce. This phe- 
nomenon known as “Sea-lights” was es- 
pecially prevalent, whether due to the 
static influence of the high pressure area 
or not, [ll never know. The “Sea-lights” 
are tiny micro-organisms in the ocean 
that begin to fluoresce. and at that instant 
begin to whirl in an eccentric circle. thus 
making quite a display in the water. 
Multiply this by hundreds intermittently 
flashing on and off, with the storm roar- 
ing overhead and you have a pretty good 
picture of our private fireworks display 
by the Great Architect! 

Around Morgan’s Bluff to 
Nichols Town, a quaint old-world village. 
unspoiled by the profusion of tourists 
who usually change the personalities of 
towns if they are in the tourist routes. The 
people here are plain and cheerful. wel- 
coming us by coming out to our boat in 
their skiffs. 

They propell the skiff by “skulling” a 
single long oar off the stern operated in 
a twisting motion by one standing man. 
The people swarmed over the boat at first 
and it seemed there was a shuttle service 
of skiffs to and from the shore. 

When seeing the boat from shore I 
remarked that it looked like an ant hill 
with black ants running all over it. Small 


nearby 


boys mostly, many of them naked and 
diving into the water for fun. Days later, 
after they learned we were skin divers, 
they were constantly showing us how they 
too could dive down. 

The people have a great respect for the 
“Tiger of the Sea,” Barracuda. We were 
very cautious at first, having learned of 
the attacks on humans, and of the fierce 
appearance, etc. 

Our own experiences after seven days 
of diving in as many areas, with Barra- 
cuda sighted in every case. told us that 
he is a curious fish with excellent eye: 
sight and that he follows the diver out 
of curiosity. It is a bit frightening to be 
diving, enjoying your coral garden and 
observing the living things. then become 
suddenly aware of a long Barracuda [loat- 
ing, suspended about ten feet away. By 
experiment, we know that moving toward 
him will always make him flee. and when 
you think he is gone and you have started 
minding your own business again. you 
are startled to find him right there once 
again. But, at no time did any of us get 
the indication that one was about to at- 
tack. 

Underwater photography conditions 
here are as nearly perfect as one could 
hope for. Clear water and bright over 
head light, slightly diffused, with patches 
of white coral sand bottom to reflect ‘ight 
upward into the dark places. 

We covered the genuine beauty o/ the 
gardens in a different way as opposed to 
the treatment to date in the other under: 
water films you have seen. We filmed 
some remarkable life action pictures 4 
well. many of them being pure luck! ‘ut 
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welcome, very very welcome luck! Spear- 
ing fish is actually a background this 
time with the sea and it’s living things 
the feature. 

There are long hours of ocean to cross 
going from one point on a map to an- 
other. It looks so near on the map, your 
measiirements tell vou it is not far. But in 
a boa! pushing its way through the sur- 
face »f the liquid ocean, the time some- 
times seems endless. I call it. (the water) 
the “ridge to interest!” The time for 
trave’ ing seems endless and the water 
seem: to go on forever. but this is not 
bore’ om, nor does it cause any dampen- 
ing t the spirit of the expedition. The 
trave’ ing time allows us to repair. or- 
ganiz’. and correlate. so that we might 
be re. dy for the action at the next point 
of intrest. After these things are done. 
just 1 laxing. letting the water flow past 
unde: the boat. watching the sails against 
the sv. sort of rejuvenates you to the 
comi: g new place. 

Fil sing the gorgeous profusion of 
artist. y in the water which seems to be 
a junsle with no pattern or order. is an 
experience which fills your days and 
night- with wonder! Yet. we know there 
is order and precision in the life balance 
of these simple animals which only live 
and «die. During their lifetime they 
secreie a tiny spec of calcium to add to 
the mass on which other countless mil- 
lions have added their secretion. The 
great Barrier is thus built by these blind. 
mindless, goal-less animals into a thing 
of beauty and inspiration. and of de- 
struction in the case of a ship. which, 
being mishandled by men. (the most in- 
telligent animal on earth). in time of 
storm is caught and held in the coral reef! 

Plans are already being laid for next 
years film expedition to the Galapagos 
Archipelago. 

Watch for the showings of “Sails to 
Andros” as Paddock tours across the 
country to Florida this winter and 


spring. > 


ANDROS dancer in hypnetic state induced by dancing 











and rhythm of the Fire Dance. 


INTER-AMERICAN 
SPONSOR BID 
ISSUED 


Nineteen three-man teams competed 
for the 2nd Inter-American Champion 
title. although the optimistic U. S. and 
Latin organizing committees had ex- 
pected about six teams from different 
nations and a possible maximum of eight. 
Such response in a section of the globe 
where the distances are so great, cleary 
indicates a major interest in underwater 
spearfishing competition on an interna- 
tional scale. 

\ bid for $800.00 including the travel 
expenses of the defending champions has 
already been made from the city of Guay- 
mas. Mexico. 

This article may be considered as an 
invitation to any nation. mandate. colony. 
organization or city of the Americas to 
offer a sponsor bid for the 1957 Inter- 
America Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionship. 

sids may be sent to Helms Hall. 8760 
Venice Blvd.. Los Angeles 34, Calif. 

The deadline for bids will be Julv of 
1956 but a suitable bid may be accepted 
by the Inter-America Committee prior to 
that date. 

Following is a general outline of the 
Trophy Deed of Gift: 

The Cuauhtemoc Trophy shall be de- 
livered to the country of the winning team 
within 90 days after the Inter-America 
Underwater Spearfishing Championship. 

The Inter-America Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championship. Perpetual Trophy 
(Cuauhtemoc Trophy) shall be delivered 
to the winning club if incorporated. or 
to an incorporated. non-profit organiza- 
tion designated by the winning club. 

Engraving costs will be borne by the 
Championships Committee. 

Cost of insurance of the Cuauhtemoc 
Trophy for $1000.00 for a two year per- 
iod will be borne by the winning club. 

Transportation of the Cuauhtemoc 
Trophy to the winning country and to the 
site of the subsequent defense. shall be 
paid by the defending champions. 

The Cuauhtemoc Trophy shall be com- 
peted for every two years. unless the Or- 
ganizing Committee decides otherwise 
after vote by the representatives. 

Sponsorship of the Inter-American Un- 
derwater Spearfishing Championship 
may be offered at open bid to all countries 
of the Americas two years prior to the 
Championship but in no event less than 
18 months prior to the date of competi- 
tion. 





370-lb. MERO speared in the last Brazilian Champion- 
ships by Luiz Pini. Brazil will probably take an active 
part in the 1957 Inter-American Underwater Spearfish- 
ing championships. 


Photo submited by Claud 


Claud MA 


Location of the competition and accep- 
tance of the preferred bid must be de- 
cided by the Inter-American Underwater 
Spearfishing Championship Committee at 
least 16 months prior to the date of the 
Championship. 

The three (3) top teams of the National 
Amateur Underwater Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships from each country of the Am- 
ericas shall be extended invitations to 
compete at the Inter-America Underwater 
Spearfishing Championship. 

Display of the Cuauhtemoc Trophy by 
the Team. Club or Club sponsor for a 
period of 60 days upon agreement with 
the Inter-America Underwater Spearfish- 
ing Championship Committee. 

With underwater spearfishing in the 
U.S. backed by the National A.A.U.. this 
entire schedule is subject to change by 
the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
A.A.U. and the International Amateur 
Swimming Federation. 

All representatives on the National 
\.A.U. Underwater Spearfishing Com- 
mittee should brief their delegates 
thoroughly on the foregoing material so 
they will be able to discuss the Inter- 
America competitions with understand- 
ing at the National Convention in Louis- 
ville. Kentucky. 

The 1957 competition will mark the 
sixth successful year of the Inter-Am- 
erica Championships started by Ernesto 
Zaragoza of Mexico in May of 1952 and 
should prove a solid starting point for 
international competition under a strong 
International Sport Federation. = 
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ZALE PARRY (front), PERRY BIVENS and COL. CRAIG relax on the stern of the ‘‘Maray’’ after a strenuous day of diving 
and fitming action pictures for the television program ‘‘Kingdom of the Sea."' This West Coast program brings a weekly 
marine message to the general public and unfolds our world beneath the sea to thousands of T.V. viewers. 

Photo by Mart Toggweiler 


Background Scenes from T7.V.°s... 





tingdom of the Sea 


By RORY PAGE 

I spent the last few days of July cruis- 
ing around Catalina Island with the 
“Kingdom of the Sea’s” actors and crew. 
collecting a behind the scenes story for 
our readers. “Wow”. what a wonderful 
few days it was. I only wish all of our 
readers could have been there with us. 

I had never realized the preparation it 
takes to prepare and make these stories. 
To me, it was very enjoyable. The Cata- 
lina people really broke out the red car- 
pet for everyone. Zale Parry, Col. Craig. 
Parry Bivens, George Wilhelm, Verne 
Pederson, and the rest of the crew, 
toured the whole island; taking pictures 
of its many points of interest. 

During the latter days, Parry was 
dressed in Al Hanson’s heavy diving suit 
for a trip to the briny deep the hard way. 
While he was being dressed in the diving 
suit by Paul Street, acting as Parry’s 
diving tender, Parry kept asking Paul 
to speed the process up, as he was becom- 
ing a little seasick from the confinement 
and close quarters. Parry handled him- 
self very well in the deep sea rig. As 
he came back to the surface, I asked him 
what he thought of the deep sea diving 
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rig. He said it was fine if you liked being 
bottled like wine. 

I think the most enjoyable part of the 
entire trip for everyone, was the luau. 
We took Parry’s and Cap Perkin’s small 
boats. and collected some of the Island’s 
beautiful girls. We then cruised out to 
a beautiful little cove, just outside of 
Avalon. The boats pulled in and we drop- 
ped the supplies and the gang on the 
beach. This turned out to be quite a task 
because of all of our camera equipment. 
As soon as Zale got off Parry’s boat, she 
began rummaging around the rocks, 
looking for odd shaped shells and strange 
rock dwelling sea creatures. This, inci- 
dentally, is a passionate hobby of hers. 

Most of the men, under the super- 
vision of Paul Street, headed out into 
the water around the rocks and kelp beds 
that surround the cove, to retrieve aba- 
lone and fish for the big feed. Believe me, 
it took an astounding short while to get 
our food. As soon as the fire was started, 
Paul, who is also a seafood gourmet, pre- 
pared the most wonderful abalone sand- 
wiches it has ever been my pleasure to 
eat. Along with cokes, potato chips, and 
fruit, it was a meal fit for kings. 


Forty Competitors 
In French Championships 


Forty divers, one of them a wovnan, 
entered the French National Spearfishing 
Championships this year that was he!d in 
Marseille. The competition lasted ‘or a 
period of five hours and was won by Mr, 
Robert Buffaz with a total of 8,590 px ints, 
Second was Mr. Serge Buffaz who had 
8.025 points, third in the winners line 
was Rogert Gauthier with 7,900 px ints, 
all of which was garnered on a n oray 
eel weighing 7-kgs. Robert and Serge Buf. 
foz used Espadon guns and Mr. Gau hier 
utilized the Peche-Sport gun. 

The system used for determinin_ the 
winners was a point system based o the 
type of fish as well as the weight. The 
first 12 winners in the contest vere 
chosen to represent France at the | iter. 
national Spearfishing Champion hips 
held at the Island of Mallorca, S ain, 
August 14, 1955. 

One of the requirements for the Fr -nch 
Championships was that the dive be 
able to descend to 40 feet. "= 











This column, started in the August issue, is being held 
over for inclusion in the October ‘‘Photography'’ issue. 
Watch for it next month together with the latest devel- 
opments in all phases of underwater photography 








Manu, the Hawaiian knife dancer, 
who is part of the entertainment show at 
the Wakiki night club, came along with 
us to furnish some of the atmosphere. 
After everyone ate their fill, he got us all 
started doing Hawaiian chants, singing 
and slapping the arms and thighs. which 
to my amazement created sounds and 
songs which made a thrilling spectacle, 
and one typical of the occasion. 

Our last night. which was Sunday. was 
spent at the Wakiki night club. Sunday 
night at the Wakiki is sarong night. 
Everyone is given sarongs, and a hilar- 
ious contest is held for both men and 
women, performing the Hawaiian hula 
on the stage of the Wakiki. Prizes are 
awarded for the best, as well as the worst 
dancers of each sex. If you have never 
seen this spectacle before, believe me, 
you have missed a wonderful expericnce 
with a thousand laughs. But I shouldn't 
say missed, because you can watch for it 
on the “Kingdom of the Sea’s” progr«m, 
and live with them again through the 
medium of television, the wonders of 
Catalina Island. > 
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By ¢ APTAIN ARMANDO PIEDRA 
President 


Th Asociacion De Cazadores Sub- 
marin »s De Cuba celebrated the “First 
Nati. nal Underwater Spearfishing 
Championship” which took place in 
Cayo iedra, Varadero Beach, with the 
entry of fifteen teams. 

Pervetual trophy “Moni Pichardo” 
was von by “Las Guasas” of Varadero 
whose members are Felix Quintana, 
Manu | Sosa and Gotardo Espinosa with 
atota’ catch of one hundred and fifty- 
one pounds, 

Th biggest catch was a “Sting Ray” 
weigh:'ng ninety-six pounds taken by 
Maric Costa. member of “Los Delfines” 
that won second place with a total of one 
hundred thirty pounds. Third place was 
won hy “Los Zorros Del Mar” with a 
total of one hundred twenty-six pounds. 

The “Denizens of the Deep” catch was 
the bizgest in number of fishes. They did 
not win any of the first three places due 
toa rule which disregarded fish under 
three pounds. They, however. showed 
great sportsmanship. 


Perpetual trophy “Moni Pichardo” 
was donated by Colonel Roberto Fernan- 
dez Miranda, Director of Comision Na- 
cional De Deportes. The Asociacion De 
Gazadores Submarinos De Cuba is look- 
ing forward to celebrate an _ interna- 
tional Championship in Cuba next winter 
when water is only a little chilly and clear 
as glass. Interested clubs should write 
to Captain Armando Piedra, Presidente 
ACS.C. Calle 2 No. 122 — Miramar. 
Habana, Cuba. 


Arrangements have not been made yet 

but we are spreading the idea to see how 
much interest there might be. There is 
big hope that it will be possible with the 
cooperation of Colonel Roberto Fernan- 
dez Miranda, who is very enthusiastic 
about all sports, especially spearfishing, 
which he practices quite often. 
Great discipline and sportsmanship 
was demonstrated at all moments during 
competitions. We made the mistake of 
tenting boats which not only were ex- 
pensive but also a great inconvenience. 
No boats next time. With this exception 
the Championship was a success. 


_Trophies were given at the Interna- 
tiona! Hotel, Varadero, during lunch 
after competitions. > 








azadores 
Submarines de Cuba 


Capt. Armando Piedra 
with a fish nearly as 
long as he is tall. Catch 
was made in front of 
the Morro Castle, Hav- 
ana. Home made CO2 
gun. 


Book Review... 











A MANUAL FOR FREE DIVERS 
USING COMPRESSED AIR 


D. W. Owen — Author 


By R. K. AWTREY 


A skin diver buying his first under- 
water breathing apparatus would do well 
to pick up a copy of this handy little book 
at the same time. And after the diver has 
become the master of his equipment, he 
will want to keep the book as a reference. 

The author is the chief underwater 
swimmer at the Woods Hole Oceano- 
graphic Institution, Massachusetts, and 
in addition to his own experience he has 
drawn from Navy diving and other 
sources for technical data. However, the 
book is not too technical for us laymen to 
understand and it is written in a very 
readable style. 

The book gives all the tricks of the 
trade in the use of the aqualung and 


other self-contained units. A list of the 
chapter headings will give an idea of the 
completeness of the manual; they are: 
general physical qualifications, the me- 
chanics of free diving, some general pre- 
cautions, corrective or emergency pro- 
cedures, and some physiological conse- 
quences of diving. An excellent series of 
photographs show how to clear one’s 
mask and hoses underwater. In addition 
there is, of course, the ubiquitous Navy 
diving tables. An appendix of suggested 
reading must list everything written ap- 
propos of free-diving and allied problems 
such as cold-water immersion, for ex- 
ample. 

Skin divers will find this practical 
little book instructive and informative 
readings. ** 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATES: Personal — $1.00 minimum or 4c per 
word, Commercial—10c per word. Payment musr 
accompany copy before deadline date, 10th of 
month. 








DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? Own a high 
pressure air compressor. Fill diving cylinders to 
2200 Ib. or more in less than 4 minutes. Rugged, 
reliable Ingersoll-Rand equipment sold at lowest 
prices by a diver to others interested in this faci- 
nating sport. Complete tested instructions furn- 
ished enabling anyone to set up and operate a 
safe, fast refill plant. Write for details. Thomas 
J. Doolin, P. O. Box 181, Key West, Florida. 








KEY WEST—Picturesque reefs for skin diving and 
underwater photography. Complete rental equip- 
ment. ED CIESINSKI, the nation’s first skin diving 
guide, with 22 years diving experience. Fast 
25 ft. Cruiser—$50.00 per day—504 Simonton 
St. Phone CY 6-3263, Key West, Florida. 


BACK ISSUES—all issues of the SKIN DIVER for 
the year 1954 and 1955 to-date, $35c¢ each. 
Write BACK ISSUES, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 
Send money with order—No C.O.D. 








AQUA-LUNG spare 70 cu. ft. tank complete with 
harness. Like new. $19.00. 3225 N. E. 6th 
Street, Pompano Beach, Florida. 

WOULD YOU LIKE to cruise around Anacapa and 
Santa Cruz islands, take your wife. Stay a week 
or more sometime between August 22 and Sep- 
tember 5th. 46 foot motor-sailer. Call John Logan, 
EXbrook 6-3659, 342 Sunset Avenue, Venice, 
California. 


LEARN TO DIVE for pleasure and profit. Lung— 
Shallow water. Commercial deep Sea Diving. 
Write for free information: Coastal School of Div- 
ing, 1345 — 100 Ave., Oakland, California. 


TAKE YOUR WIFE TO CATALINA on a 46 foot 
yacht, leave Friday night, home Sunday night. 
Skin dive, sail, powercruise, swim, charcoal bar- 
becue, Saturday night at Avalon. Five couples 
share expenses, cheaper than hotel. Many week- 
ends still open, reserve yours now or write for 
more information. Johnny Logan, 342 Sunset 
Ave., Venice, Calif. 


“BARRACUDA" THE SKIN DIVERS PADDLE 
BOARD—Designed and used by experts (extra 
buoyant) 12 ft. board; will carry all your diving 
equipment. Full Size plans and building instruc- 
tions $3.50. Write: Forty Fathoms Inc., Box 217, 
San Diego 10, Calif. 


CUSTOM SUITS—Made to your measurements. 
Two piece suit with rolling ring, heavy gauge, 
salt water prbof rubber, dry type (really dry). 
At our prices there’s no reason to freeze. Ful! 
suits with neck, wrist, waist and ankle seals of 
soft rubber, only $34.50. Shorty Suits $28.50. 
Prices include tax and prepaid postage. Write 
today for information, or for quick delivery be- 
fore the winter rush. Send check or money order 
to: SEA-SUIT COMPANY, 7046 Century Blvd., 
Paramount, California. Measurements needed are, 
neck, arm length, wrist, bicep, chest, waist, hips, 
thigh and ankle. Also shoulder, waist and crotch 
to floor. 

BLUE ANODIZED ‘‘Protect-O-Plug."’ Keeps dirt and 
water out of regulators that fit ‘*K"’ valves. Nylon 
attachment. At your dealer, or send 75c¢ to 685 
Center Street, Costa Mesa, Calif. 
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MICHIGAN SKINDIVERS! ! We carry only profes- 
sional type diving gear. Dealers for Aqualung, 
Divair, and Scott Hydro-Pak. Free instruction and 
fills only $1.50. Stop in and discuss your particu- 
lar diving problem. White's Skindiver Supply, 7970 
G Street, Dexter, ““Gateway to the Lakes,’’ Mich. 


SAN FRANCISCO DIVERS! Air refills, 70 cy. ft. 
$1.75. 38 cu. ft. $1.25. Rentals—Sales, Full Line 
of equipment. Marine & Ship Supply, 390 Jeffer- 
son St., San Francisco, Calif. OR. 3-2709. 


RUBBER SUITS custom tailored, dry, full-length, 
only $30.00. Kits available for $19.00. Write 
for information and rubber samples. Aqua-Fun, 
Route 2, Box 509, Delano, California. 


DESCO MODEL B—tLike new, used twice in fresh 
water, $100.00. 1954 Johnson 25 h.p. with elec- 
tric starter $335.00. Kalamazoo folding canvas 
boat, has had little use, 12-ft., square stern, 
$75.00. Will take good aqua-lung in trade. John 
A. Tasche, M.D., 5208 Ocean Bivd., Sarasota, 
Florida. 


SWAP OR TRADE—What do you have to swap 
or trade? Several of our readers in Australia and 
Italy where U. S. dollars are at a premium would 
like to swap equipment with you. Your adver- 
tisement in this column for sea shells, books or 
equipment unobtainable in this country will be 
answered by many of our overseas readers and 
your trade can be completed in no time and with 
ease. Personal rate for the Divers’ Bulletin Board 
is 4c per word. 


FOR SALE—Dolphin full suit, used, excellent con- 
dition, medium size. Also fins, mask. Bill Harring- 
ton, Box 500, Sheridan, Wyo. 


DESCO rebreather type lung with full face mask. 
1953 model just overhauled $50. Kermit Clark, 
587 Bowen Street, Oshkosh, Wis. 


CORNELIUS COMPRESSORS, model 32-R1300. 
Pressure to 3000 PSI. Three stages, with auto- 
matic on-off pressure switch. Beautiful condition. 
Can be operated with A.C., D.C., or gasoline 
engine. All compressors are in excellent operat- 
ing condition—$65 each, ready to be mounted. 
Mounting bases, filter bottles, high pressure hose, 
gauges, yoke fittings. Two stage GE compressors, 
maximum pressure 2000 PSI, D. C. only, $45.00. 
For price list and descriptive information, write 
to: Steir Enterprises, 2817 Northwood, Toledo, 
Ohio. 


LIKE NEW—Standard Aqua-Lung with reserve 
valve, combination filler and gauge, Arbalete 
spear gun, depth gauge, weight belt, mask, duck 
feet, snorkel, valve adapter and metal trunk. Sell 
for $150.00. Write to Francis Sundlof, 4983 
Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 


GENUINE AQUA-LUNG REGULATOR, big double 
tank air supply, and harness. All in excellent con- 
dition. Will sacrifice for $125. 3225 N. E. 6th 
Street, Pompano Beach, Florida. 


RUBBER RAINCOATS WANTED. Also anyone capa- 
able or interested in making rubber garments. S. 
Pardak, P. O. Box 231, Newark 1, N. J. 


“BALSUBMARE” 


Dance 
Sponsored by 
Council of Diving Clubs 
of California 


OCTOBER 22nd, 1955 


Torrance American Legion Hall 
1109 Border Street—Torrance, California 
$1.00 Person 
Tickets available from 
Dorothy Davies—Phone LB 206952 


WEAR A SEASHORE COSTUME 








PRIZES * COSTUMES * REFRESHMENTS 











DESCO LUNG. Two 38 cu. ft. bottles. No harnes 
or backboard. $75.00 or trade for Half-how 
Aqua-Lung. Thomas Loignon, Subgroup Two, 
Orange, Texas. 









ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO THE SKIN DIVER 
FREE. We want interesting pictures of divers in 
EDCO suits for use in our ad or for othe: pub. 
licity. One full year’s subscription to SKIN DIVE 
will be sent for each picture accepted. All « nused 
pictures will be returned promptly to s: nders. 
EDCO, 305 American Trust Co. Bidg., Berk: ley 4 
California. 








WILL SWAP new model plane engines for Scubo 
parts and other diving equipment. Reason Tired 
of flying, wanta go skin diving. Jim Hugh Curry 
Evpora, Miss. 


FOR SALE—Used one day, 1 Scott Hydrope com. 
pleie, 2 tanks, accessories. Bought ne one 
month ago for $300. Perfect condition. S: crifice 
$200 or best offer. F. W. Perry, 310 Ea: 45th 
Street, New York 17, New York. 


SKIN DIVING IN THE FLORIDA KEYS! At i s bes! 
at Pelican Cove, Islamorada, next to The: ter of 
the Sea, 72 miles south of Miami. Nec est to 
Miami with complete facilities. Tom Brov. n has 
air station and all rental gear, gives instru -tions 
guides excursions in own cruiser to the cora reefs 
Pelican Cove has beautiful accommodation: ; spe- 
cial rates for skin divers. Write, or teleahone 
Matecumbe 2811. 


NEW DIVAIR unit used one time. 70 cu. ft. tank 
filled with compressed air. $100 cash. lines 
forces me to sell. Bob Davis, 902 Speedway 
Corinth, Mass. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER . . . Rubber suits. With 
the purchase of any full suit from the following 
names: Edco, Pirelli, Seal Suit, Bel Aqua, le 
Jolla, and Peche-Sport, a brand new pair of 
Cressi Rondine fins is yours free. And ii pur 
chase price exceeds $60 | will include free o 
Squale mask or a depth gauge, snorkel and/or 
a Res-Q-Pak combination. Edco Sub-Mariner 
$75.00, Pirelli $70.00, Seal Suit $54.95, Bel- 
Aqua (1 or 2 pc.) $64.95, Peche-Sport $84.95 
La Jolla $89.95. Orders shipped prepaid any- 
where in U. S. except on C.O.D. orders. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. Harold Schramm Diving Op- 
erations and Equipment, 1526 W. Victoria St. 
Chicago 26, Illinois. Telephone Ardmore 1-9346 


ATTENTION: Underwater treasure hunters, origi- 
nal F. L. Coffman Treasure maps, 13 years o 
research, 664 locations in lost, buried and sunken 
treasure, set of seven—$10.00. Money back if 
not satisfied. Maps, P.O. Box 236, Block Island 
Rhode Island. 


FOR SALE . . . New Robot Camera and Plastic 
Case .. . New Robot rewind model F2.7 36 mm 
wide angle lens . . . $320.00 value. . . Sell for 
$150.00 CASH. Write: 3220 Fanwood, Long 
Beach 8, Calif. 





— 
REPAIRS 


“Do It Yourself’’ 


The Spearfisherman, in Huntington Beo-h, 
California, has set up a bench work table 
for his customers to patch rubber su'‘s, 
grind masks to fit, and facilities for repo r- 
ing all kinds of broken equipment. 7 is 
store also has a booklet on the main‘e- 
nance and care of rubber suits, cost 1c. 
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HUTH SKIN DIVER CO., INC. 
THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST 
MAILORDER 
SKIN DIVER EQUIPMENT STORE 


ALL FREIGHT PREPAID BY US 
(U.S. only) 


Use order form. Send cash, 


check or money order in full. 
No C.O.D. 





UNDERWATER 
CAMERA 
AND CASE 
Precision, heavy- 
duty, OAVCO, 
waterproof plastic 
case designed 
especially for the 
Eastman 
Holiday model enclosed. 
thing to record your underwater ex- 
periences, River—Lakes—Swim Pool— 


You, too, can toke underwater pic- 
tures. Compiete, camera 
and case. Ne. 1. Only.. $17.95 





__aT 


NEW VOIT VIKING SPEARGUNS 
De luxe model with detachable head. 
Retractable pin grip means faster, 
sofer firing. 30% more power from 
rubber slings. 41” gold barrel, dou- 
ble set of elastics 


Me. 3. .. ie —_ $24.95 


AQUA KING HARPOON GUN 
Lots of power=— easy to load. Power 
adjustment mokes this gun ideal for be- 
ginners and experts alike. Positive safety. 
A fine, 








powerful, low cost underwoter 
rubber powered gun. Ne. As 
Order Now .. $12.95 
NEW 10 FT. 
POLE SPEAR 
Portable with 
three screw-in 
sections. Built to 
toke it from 1” 
aluminum tube 
Has detachable 
P head. Toke ony 
ish to 200 Ibs 
No, 11. $12.95 
“PROFESSIONAL” 
DIVING 
MASK 


Shatterproof glass 
model with 

band 

able. Fully guaranteed 

Ne. FB .ncscvccesesees 


Deluxe 





steel Adjust- 





SKIN DIVING 
SOCK 


Thermolite Ball 
Brand. Made of 4” 
neoprene molded 
rubber. The finest 
skin diving sock 
SAVES FEET. Keep 


warm, protects 

against rocks—wonderful for on the 
bottom work. State shoe size — man 
or woman. Ne. 13 


Pair ; S . ; . $3.25 











SQPAK 
EMERGENCY LIFE PRESERVER 
The only known 
safety device for 
skin divers—A 
Supports a 
250 Ib. man. 
Wear on belt. 
Instant self-inflat- 
ing by CO2 cyl. 


Comite $2.95 














PROFESSIONAL 
SKIN DIVER 
TRUNKS 
Specially design- 
ed for skin diving 
activities. Used by 
the most famous 
divers. Short, boxer type with elastic and 
snop waist band. Inner lined, side split 
for freedom ond comfort. Reinforced 
construction with side zipper. Excep- 
tional value. Gingham checks in red, 
blue, green, purple ond yellow, with 


white. Sizes 28 to 38 
No. 16 


$3.95 








it's NEW BAYONET FOOTLOADER 


A must for every underwater spear- 
fisherman. Carry extra spearheod 
while hunting or in meets. Use gun 
shoft as spear for protection. Always 
be armed. Serves as footloader. | set 
screw, fits any-regular Arbalete, Voit, 
Aqua-Bow, Hammerhead, etc., rubber 
powered spearguns. Weighs 6 oz. 


Ne. 67 P 5. 





UNDERWATER 
DEPTH GAUGES 
50’ wrist type, for 

skin o~ s. 


Ne. 18. $1.95 
za "P*: $2.45 
LUNGS 


ALL NEW LOWER 1955 PRICES— 
NOW SAVE YOU MONEY. 
AQUA LUNG 
TRIPLE TANK 
Constant reserve—132 
cu. ft. Latest model. 
Used by U. S. Navy 
Frogmen. Complete 
with all accessories. 
One stoge regulator. 
No. 7 
20- $250.00 
DOUBLE TANK AQUA LUNG 
Just right for nosmal diving. Average 
diving time—140 minutes with 15 min 





A 


reserve. Everything complete. With 
]-stoge regulator. Order now, for 
ull summer use 

No. 21. $200.00 


SINGLE TANK AQUA LUNG 


Deluxe model with 70 min. average 
diving time and constant 15 min 
reserve —s stage reg- 

ulator 22. $140. 00 


SINGLE TANK AQUA LUNG 


Standard — 70 min. average diving 


tim Fine for vi 
=a See 
AQUA LUNG JUNIOR MODEL 


Fine for shallow diving to 33’. 38 min. 


average diving time— $100.00 


no reserve. No. 24 





AQUA LUNG 
REGULATOR 
Features ‘‘over- 
pressure” 
breathing 
device to avoid 
exertion and 

economize on air supply. 
No. 25. _—— 
Regulator : $60.00 








DIVAIR 
REGULATOR 
For positive oir 
reserve, 15 min 
Non - return 


$75.00 


QUICK RELEASE 
WEIGHTED BELTS 
Get down fast 
with new type, 
quick release web 
belt. 2” heavy- 


duty, adjustable to size, $2 95 


aircraft type. No. 9. 


a6” yal included 
io. 57. 


ORDER BY MAIL and SAVE from HUT 


VOIT VIKING 
SWIMFINS 


Built for experts and 
beginners alike! Extra 
length curved, stiff pro- 





pelling surface with 
pure gum molded foot 
pocket. long, curved 
surface for extra thrust. Protects feet 
from rocks and coral. Sizes: Med. 
(7-9), Med. lg (9-11), 
lg. (11-14). Ne. 7. $10.95 
NEW CRESS! 
RONDINE FINS 


Sensational new 
Italian fins. Especially 
designed for use with 
rubber suit. Very flex- 
ible. Covers feet, giv- 
ing protection from 
rocks, cuts, etc. State 
shoe size—mon or woman 


No. 8 Leste: $9.95 








DIVAIR LUNGS 


Sensational new type. 


with built-in reserve 
on regulator. Set at 
factory for 15 min. 


Non-return mouth- 
piece. One hour ca- 


$129.50 


SUPER EXTRA 
LARGE DUCK 

FEET FINS 
Used by navy 
frogmen and 
experts. Pure 
gum rubber. Ex- 
tra long — nar- 
row. Good for speed — less tiring. 
State shoe size 


Ne. 51 / $12.95 


CHAMPION 
DELUXE 
DIVING MASK 
Comfortable, water- 
Positive ac- 

tion head strap. 
Comes in: Blue with clear shatterproof 
gloss, and, reen or White with 
Amber shatterproof er 
State which. Ne. 50... $4.95 
SQUALE 


DIVING MASK 
World famous 
French make. One 
of the finest. 
bee - blue, soft rubber with easy 
adjust. head strap Senet 

gloss. Ne. 49 $4.95 


CRESSI SPRING GUNS 
SSS 


TORPEDINE SPORT 
SPRING LOAD MODEL 
A better gun for the underwater spear- 
fisherman. A good all-around gun for 


any type underwater 
34. $26.95 


work. No. 


pacity. 
Ne. 27. 














CERNIA MODEL 
High powered—over 150 Ib 
Used by professionals. %” shaft. 
Over 6’ long. Accurate to 50’ under- 
water. Capable of handling big game 


tt apache $32.50 
ARBALETE 
UNDERWATER 





SPEAR GUNS 





——— 


DELUXE ARBALETE 
Most efficient devised. Easy to handle. 
Four elastics wrapped rubber power 
with practical range of 20’. Balanced 
to be weightless underwater. Can re- 
lood underwater—no cost. All. safety 


features. Double grip. 

No. 29. . $24.95 
STANDARD ARBALETE 
Similar to deluxe, but with one set 
double elastics. Single grip. Range 

14’. Good beginners gun 

No. 30. $19.55 
JUNIOR ARBALETE 

Small size for boys. Real 

shallow surface dives 


sport in 





No. 31. _... $17.50 
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Cressi Delfino HOPE-PAGE 
SNORKEL NON-RETURN 
MOUTHPIECE 
Latest import. Profassional 
Snorkel with easy grip mouth- Ad ustable to 
piece Plastic and type jungs 
bber tube. No. $1 95 safety feature must 
re e all divers. No. 45 ' $14. 95 
f EXPLORER GENUINE SKIN 
} SNORKEL DIVER 
Pleasant to use for FLOATING KNIFE 
wR sc ag 6” stainless steel blade 
ate cle, Shek ch ob- with fish scoler back 
sorbent connecto Easy gr > Pharos resist 
Exhol dr ant cork ondile 
sa a Air lock ond Rubberized sheoth 





check valve. Preci 
sion made of high quolity 
72 $7.95 


rubber & plastic. No. 
MARINO SNORKEL 
DIVING MASK 
One piece with built- 
in snorkel. Real com- 
fort. Absolute water- 


Ne 39. $14.95 


No. 39 











FAMOUS 
BEL-AQUA SNORKEL 


Soft rubber with easy grip 
mouthpiece. Attachment for 
mask. Use for surface swim- 
ming with or without 
oqua lung. 18” long. 


Ne. 48 $2.25 


SHALLOW WATER DIVING AND 
SPEAR FISHING’ by Schenck & Ken- 
dall. A comparative review of all 
modern equipment and how to rig 
your own: ea 

“A GUIDE TO SKIN DIVING AND 
UNDERWATER  SPEARFISHING’’ by 
Mox L. Jones for beginners ond ad- 
vonced divers -$1.95 

THE FROGMEN'* by Waldron & Glee- 
son. The full and true story of the 
birth and growth of the Navy U.D.T. 
Priced at eS 
DIVING TO ADVENTURE by Hons 
Hass. The most omozing book by the 
world’s most doring diver. . $3.7: 
“TO HIDDEN DEPTHS" by Philippe 
Tailliez, commander of the undersea re 
search group of the French Novy. Epic 
accomplishments with 
the twilight zones of shorks, 
moroys and octopi...... 
“MANTA” by Hons Hos:. Epitomizes 
man’s instinct to search noture’s secrets 
ee. 2 ree 








HAMMERHEAD MUZZLE 
Gives extra power to all rubber powered 
guns. 4 added elastics. Fits any stand 
ord, deluxe, and junior speargun 
Doubles power of 4 strand gun. Simple 


attachment 
No. 74... $11.95 
UNDERWATER 





compass 
and depth gauge 
with luminous 
dial. Good for murky water. Know 
where you're going at all times. To 


be used with aqua lung $18 50 


200’ depth. No. 17. 








HANDY COUPON 
ORDER FORM... 


HUTH SKIN DIVER CO., INC., Dept., ‘SD-5 
Bivd., Burbank 


1707 W. Magnoli 








No. 46 $4.50 
7” Floating Dogger 
No. 47 . $4.95 
Large six inch combination footing knife 
pnd dagger. Stainless stee! blade. Plastic 
snap out sheath 
Bs... snccn ee ae 
AQUA-EYE 
Underwater 


Camera Case 
Enjoy the thrills of 
underwoter pho- 
tography. Use ony 
still or movie 
camera in the new Aqua-Eye case (ex- 
cept Grophic), even 3D stereo. No 
seams or welds; transparent and flex- 
ible to operate ony camero inside 
Large double strength glags lens. 9” 
long, 7” high. Use everywhere. Pool 


lake, ocean, even rain anc 
snow. Ne. 75 $6.95 








Get your club together and buy a com- 
pressor. Will pay for itself in one 
summer. 

CORNELIUS PORTABLE COMPRESSOR 
Highest quality compressor, especially 
designed for filling Aqua-Lungs. High 
pressure, free air 2500 Ibs. p.s.i 
Your choice of electric or gasoline 
powered model. State Gas or Elec- 


tricity. Ne. vi $396.00 


Delivered 








skin diving 


safety booklet 


with purchase 


Aly 








California 











Please ship the following items, 


postage prepaid 











Quantity | 





Description 












1 enclose $ 


Nome.. 


| eer 


ty. 
We pay the freight. 





, check, 
merchandise described above. NO C.O.D 
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money order for full payment of 
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Six 
in the 
July 3 
be de: 
weath: 
FIRST PLACE—108-Ibs., 12-oz.—BLACKFISH (New York). Left to right above, Frank Stock, Kenneth Simp- the m: 
son and Ted Levchenko. Awards: Owen Churchill Perpetual Trophy and three replicas donated by Owen spearfi: 
Churchill, presented by Mrs. McNabb and Owen Churchill . . . Three A.A.U. Medallions presented by the sai: 
Fred Beitz, S.P.A.A.U. . . . Three Helms Medallions donated by Helms Athletic Foundation . . . Owen press 3 
Churchill Medal Figures presented by Harold S. Voegelin, Pres., Los Angeles Jr. Chamber of Commerce. ith 
0 est 
Gusta 





FOURTH PLACE—56-ibs., 2-oz.—MONTEREY SEA OTTERS Mart ‘| 
(Calif.). Roy Hattori, Jerry Bastian and George Fraley 














































ing wi! 
testan|s 
Afte: 
handle: 
startin; 
took to 
a diffe 
press 
wished 
FIFTH PLACE — 43-lbs., 
12-0z. — LA JOLLA the frie 
SKINSTERS (Calif). by the 
Frank Leinhaupel, Jos- a 
< ‘ eph Groton and Dan SOV 
. ¥ Stevens. No picture 
lll J available many 
SECOND PLACE—99-ibs., 7-oz.—MUIRMEN (Calif.). L-R above, Bill Wilcox, Dick nine Ww 
Jappe and Frank Hops. Awards: Three A.A.U. Medallions presented by Braven SIXTH PLACE — 39-lbs. — FORT LAUDERDALE DIVERS é 
Dyer, Jr. (rear) . Three Owen Churchill Medal Figures presented by Ralph Davis, (Florida). Richard Smith, Henri Trudeux and Ernest! with m 
1.U.S.A. ’ 
Harrell. Hoss. t 
bout. S 
THIRD PLACE—98-lbs., 7-oz.—DOLPHINS (Calif.). L-R below, Hal Roach, Jr., who PRE-CONTEST briefing being held for all teams on the other 
presented the three A.A.U. Medallions to Ronald Vanfleet, Paul Hoss and Pat Stella Polaris by the officials. Contest lasted four hours Guards 
O'Malley. They also received three Owen Churchill Medal Figures, presented by Photo by Johnie Carro . 
Harold S$. Voegelin, President L.A. Jr. Chamber of Commerce. rn . ee 32% gf Stella 
; Ae ‘ aan . a nen a Ath am 
clit Fi = - BM bow (2 
~ ’ ‘ r Ruther 
press | 
with m 
with e< 
lung. rl 
derwat 
famil: 
OFFICIALS — A.A.U., mil 
Fred Beitz, Fred Rotsel. of the 
Committees, Aqua- 
Guards (Safety), Nisei Am 
Kelptanglers and Dol- ° | 
phins (Fish). A.A.U. time sp 
Committee, David C. aft 
Campbell, Norman er it 
Schiff, Harold Aycock, 
Thomas Simpson, Pat $4 Ralp| | 
O'Malley and Ralph 
Davis. 
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TINAL UNDERWATER 





THING CHAMPIONSHIPS 


ISID ISTHMUS, CALIFORNIA — JULY 31, 1955 





Six .achts assembled at the west buoy 
in the Isthmus early on the morning of 
July 3. and were greeted by what might 
be described as the beautiful Catalina 
weather . . . These yachts brought from 
the miinland six teams of underwater 
spearfishermen, the officials for the meet. 
the saiety committee “Aqua-Guards.” the 
press ind other interested persons. One 
of these ships, the Maray, commanded by 
Gusta, Dalla Valle and skippered by 
ea otters Mart | oggweiler, was filled to overflow- 
nahin. ing with many of the wives of the con- 
testanis. 


.§ After the briefing of divers and boat 
Re handlers by Chairman Ralph Davis the 
starting gun was fired and the contestants 
- xa took to the water, with each team going 
a different direction. At this time the 
press representatives and the officials 
wished them all luck and then retired to 
the fried chicken box lunches furnished 
by the sponsors. 
$— SOME HIGHLIGHTS—the day held 
many ... the Maray, loaded with femi- 
 viven§ Mine pulchritude, cruising back and forth 
ind Emet With much arm waving .. . the Flying 
Hoss, the official safety and press runa- 
bout, skittering from one team to the 





— other with press photogs and Aqua- 
four hows B Guards ... Mrs. McNabb, a guest on the 





Stella Polaris, string fishing from the 
bow (and catching fish, too) . . . Frank 
Rutherford, plus or minus 400 pounds of 
press photographer, swimming around 
with mask and fins causing tidal waves 
with each stroke . . . Paul Calvert. with 
lung. rubber suit and camera. taking un- 
derwater pictures . .. Hal Roach. Jr. and 
family cruising around the area with one 
of the launches off the Stella Polaris. 














A major highlight of the day was the 
time «pent waiting for the official results 
alter ‘he weighing of all the catches . . . 
Ralph Davis minus a loudspeaker trving 





(Continued on Page 26) 








ored by Owen Churchill with the Cooperation of the Inter- 
al Underwater Spearfishing Association and the Los Angeles 
r Chomber of Commerce. Meet Under Sanction of the A.A.U. 






FRANK HOPS (Muirmen) surfaces with one of his fish. 
Winner of the Individual Aggregate Award with 53-lbs., 
3-0z. to receive the Nelson Mathison Award presented 
by Dr. Nelson E. Mathison. 

Photo by F 


ink Rutherford 


FRANK LEINHAUPEL (La Jolla Skinsters) receive the 
Mel Fisher Award from Ralph Davis for the Individual 
Largest Single Catch—7-lb., 8-oz. Sheepshead. 


STRAY KITTEN was the obiect of much 
attention by Ken Simpson of the Blackfish when he dis- 
covered it slowly devouring his catch before the weigh- 
ing. Kitten came back later for a feast, after the 
weighing that is. 

—Photo by Frank Rutherford 








OWEN CHURCHILL watches the weighing from behind 
the trophy table. If the success of this meet could be 
credited to one individual Mr. Churchill would be among 
the first to be nominated. Photo by Johnie Carroll 
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Here’ s the CADILLAC of Diving Belts 
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adh, : de os : 

... THE AMERMAN WEIGHT BELT 

THE BELT: Two-ton test nylon web 14,” wide, 
45” long. 

THE BUCKLE: Special aircraft corrosion-resistant 
safety buckle—a slap with either hand, and 
the belt drops off 

THE WEIGHTS: Easy to change, non-slip weights 

of heavy duty hard babbit and lead . . . will 

not crimp. Corrosion-proof brass bolt locks 
weight in place . . . use nickel or quarter to 
turn brass lock bolt 


Freight prepaid anywher 
ee U.S. $13.95 
Extra weights $2.50 
At your skin diving store, or order from 
AMERMAN DIVERS SUPPLY 


Tommy Amerman, 7307 $.E. 76th, Portland ,Ore. 








COLOR & SOUND 


16mm movies available. Write to 
“Skin Diver” for reservations, give dates. 


— 


. Spearfishing in Haiti. 
2. The End of the Line. 


































‘ 
otograp™. 
a 


b 


cerrRt REBINOFE 
pint vEY 
pall wins . 





Just published — this new guide for 
skindivers who want to photograph 
their activities and the sights under 
the sea. All the latest information on 
equipment and techniques of subma- 
rine photography and movie making. 
Well illustrated. 128 pages, slick 
paper. Send today for A GUIDE 

TO UNDERWATER PHOTOG- 
RAPHY. 


only $195 postpaid from: 
SKIN DIVER 


P.O. Box 128-E Lynwood, Calif. 
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An underwater man comments on . o* 


DIVING THEORY 


By RORY PAGE 
(Questions & Answers ) 


The question chosen this month is. 
“the selection of fins.” Questions have 
been asked such as. “which is the fast- 
est and most powerful fin?”: “what in 
a fin design should a person look for?” 
and “what fin will give the user the best 
and longest wear?” 

This question of fin selection is a con- 
troversial one. There are many types. 
shapes. and sizes. Each one having its 
own good and bad points. I will only en- 
deavor to point out some of the things 
for the user to look for in a fin selection. 

First of all fit is probably the most 
important, regardless of the situation 
demand. A fin should fit the foot snugly. 
yet be loose enough not to cause cramp 
or stop circulation. This does not mean 
you should buy a fin that fits the naked 
foot snugly and then wear socks or a suit 
and expect the fins to fit just as com- 
fortably. If you plan on wearing socks 
or a suit underneath your fins, take the 
socks or suit with you when you select 
the fin fit. Here is where the adjustable 
fin comes in handy. The adjustable fin 
can be taken in or let out to fit a vary- 
ing condition, however, if you can 
afford two sets of the non-adjustable fin 
for this condition, you will find a wider 
selection to choose from. 

I think the next step in selection is the 
rigidity and size of the fins. Some users 
purchase fins only as a swimming aid. 
while others select them for underwater 
use alone. If you are a swimmer you 
know that it is very important for the 
swimmer to be able to relax while swim- 
ming. If a swimmer has on a giant fin 
which is very rigid. he will not be able 
to swim as long a period of time because 
the size and rigidity of the fin and the 
exertion it takes to operate them. would 
not enable the swimmer to relax. With 
this thought in mind, the fin selection 
for the swimmer should be a fin of small 
size with an excess amount of flexibility. 
This soft and pliable fin will blend in 
with the muscles of the swimmer. It will 
not chafe or cramp. allowing long per- 
iods of use without tiring the user. 

The skin divers needs presents a 
slightly different problem. His under- 
water time is of short duration. and lots 
of power and speed is his greatest fin 
requirement. Therefore, with this 
thought in mind, we can easily see a 
larger, more rigid fin should be his 
choice. The thing to look out for here. 
is that fins can become too large and too 
rigid. A small person cannot use a giant 
size rigid fin because it may tire him 
out too much even for short periods of 
use. The big fellows, however, can han- 








NON-RETURN 
VALVES 


for your mouthpiece 


ONLY $3.00 351, 


















Lung dive with confidence with 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valve: in 
your mouthpiece. Easy to instal '. No 
cut hoses. 

Full Satisfaction Guaranteed ! 


$3.00 per set at your dealer's 
or postpaid direct from... . 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


HAYWARD, CALIF 


1453 REVERE AVE., 





dle them without too much excessive 
energy being used. So moderacy must 
be the watch word. 

For the man who wants to dive and 
swim too, the answer here, is to try and 
strike a happy medium between the two. 
Taking into consideration the swimmer 
and the diver. we see that a medium size 
fin of medium rigidity will give him a 
tolerable swimming time and fair to 
good underwater performance as _ well. 

The design of fin rigidity with mini 
mum flexibility. has been improved in 
the newer models of most manufactur- 
ers, by the replacement of fin ribs. The 
importance of fin ribs has been recog: 
nized by many of them in contributing 
to the propulsion the fin offers to the 
user. This can be recognized by a soft 
shoe and a slightly harder fin side body. 
which is partly due to the rib placement. 
The propulsion the kick creates is mostl) 
due to the downward motion of the [oot. 
related through the fin which in (urn. 
travels the water off the tip end oi the 
fin. Without the placement of ribs on the 
sides of the fin, some of the forward 
propulsion would be lost, due to the 
water going off the sides of the fir im 
stead of the tip end. Thus the ribs jorm 
a trough for the water to pass through, 
as well as adding a fore and aft rigility. 
For these reasons, it is my opinion. the 
rib type of fin holds more advantag> to 
the user, 























En 
diver 
Skin 
the e 
grow 
viewi 
the d. 
ment 
kel. 
speci: 
actio: 

The 
Skin ! 
stabil 
Strom, 
throu: 
air va 
terial 
ruge« 
tition: 
constr 


4 


NO 
to you 
tanks 
tries ji 
on yo 
tinual 
actly 
him 
haust 
unit « 
hose i 
most 
and y 
harne 
a res 
Minst 
struct 
mel, | 
out » 
8Winis 











‘e with 
lve. 
tal i. No 





eed! 


xce ssive 
cy musi 
live and 
try and 
the two. 
wimmer 
lum size 
> hima 
fair to 
as well. 
h mini: 
oved in 
ufactur- 
bs. The 
l recog: 
ributing 
to the 
y a soft 
le hody. 
cement. 
; mosth 
he foot. 
n (urn, 
| of the 
; on the 
forward 
to the 
fir) in- 
bs form 
hro igh, 
igi lity. 
ion. the 
itage to 





in 














En -ineered with the help of expert skin 
diver-. Hodgman Rubber Company’s new 
Skin Diver Flote is a valuable addition to 
the ec uipment of all members of this fast- 
growing fraternity of sportsmen. An oval 
viewing hole at the head end of flote gives 
the diver ample freedom of head move- 
ment while wearing face mask and snor- 
kel. Open oval at other end of flote is 
specially designed to allow for easy flipper 
action. 

The outer partitions of the Hodgman 
Skin Diver Flote are of larger diameter to 
stabilize the flote and prevent rolling. 
Strong safety rope at head end is attached 
through 9 grommets. The lock-type metai 
air valve is vuleanized into the body ma- 
terial for greater safety. All seams are 
ruggedly reinforced, and the inner par- 
titions have Hodgman’s famous “I-Beam” 
construction for maximum strength. 





NO MORE TIRING, surface swims back 
to your point of entry, with heavy, empty 
tanks is the promise of Mar-Mac Indus- 
tries if you will use their new SeAir gauge 
on your lung equipment. This gauge con- 
tinually shows the diver, underwater, ex- 
actly how much air he has left, enabling 
him to plan his dive so that he can ex- 

aust his air near his point of entry. The 
unit consists of a submersible air gauge, 
hose and an “O” ring assembly which fits 
most lungs using standard medical valves 
and yokes. The gauge straps to your chest 
harness, The unit can be used in place of 
a reserve valve on spare bottles. Glen 
Minard, San Francisco skin diving in- 
structor, tested the gauge recently off Car- 
mel. He says that it takes a lot of work 
out of skin diving by eliminating surface 
8winis back. 





SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 


«il 


A boon to all underwater spearfisher- 
men is the new bayonet footloader. It was 
designed by Jerry Huth and Sandy Downs 
to fit all standard and deluxe rubber 
powered guns. Its purpose is three fold: 
1. Carried as a spear weapon to ward off 
disturbing rays, shark, fish, it gives the 
underwater spearfisherman protection at 
all times. 2. The spear head is detachable 
and may serve as extra head for hunting 
and meets, as well as for protection. 3. 
Serves as footloader for easier underwater 
loading of high power rubber spearguns. 
It is made of cast aluminum with water 
resistant finish and bronze fittings. It 
weighs only 6 oz. 

The new Bayonet Footloader is manu- 
factured especially for Huth Skin Diver 
Co., Ine. 





VIRGIN 


SKIN DIVERS 
will find special rates 
at spearfishermen’s 

headquarters 


TRADE WINDS HOTEL 


on beautiful Brewers Bay 


P. O. Box 1242 
SAINT THOMAS—U. 





ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 


Aqua-Lungs — Hydro Pak — Divair 
Underwater Cameras 
for sale or for rent 
TANKS REFILLED 
Most complete stock of 
Underwater equipment in the 
Caribbean 


C. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 315 


S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 











SKIN DIVERS 


PROFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR! 





this quality. 


SEAL-LIFE KIT. 


YOU may now own a custom tailored NEOPRENE 
diving suit, cut to your own specific requirements, at a 
fraction of what you would normally pay for a suit of 


Here in KIT form, complete with illustrated easy-to- 
follow instructions, is a “wet” diving suit of profes- 
sional appearance and performance, with all the ease 
of movement and comfort from cold that you would 
expect from a suit four times the modest cost of your 


To receive this outstanding Kit, just fill in the coupon 
below TODAY, with your exact measurements, and 
mail with check or money order for $22.95. By return 
mail you will receive your SEAL-LIFE KIT! 














































ADDRESS 





SE ene Te Te mre 39 9 ee 


NO C.O.D.’s PLEASE. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 















Measurements 
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We’re Diving Enthusiasts — Don’t Let Price Keep You 


From This Adventurous Sport 


e BRAND NEW DATED AND REGISTERED e 
70 CUBIC FOOT — ONE HOUR CAPACITY 


LIGHT WEIGHT 


TANKS 


SAME AS SUPPLIED WITH ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 


$2300 


T AW Kamp THESE CYLINDERS MANUFACTURED UNDER 1.C.C. REGULA- 
TION 3AA2150. GALVANIZED FOR LONG LIFE. WORKING PRESSURE 2150 
POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH. CYLINDERS ABSOLUTELY NOT SURPLUS EQUIP- 
MENT. DIRECT SALES AND OUR BUYING POWER ENABLE US TO OFFER 
CYLINDERS MADE BY LEADING SCUBA TANK MANUFACTURER AT THIS 
PRACTICAL PRICE. 





Complete with 
Harness and Valve 
Assembled $32.90 
FOB—Milwaukee, Wis. 


$23.00 F.0.B. Milwaukee, Wis. 


V ALV Exum STANDARD "Kk" VALVE SUITABLE FOR MOST LEADING 
DEMAND REGULATORS (AQUA-LUNG, DIVAIR, DESCO, BARRACUDA, 


NORTHILL). 
$4.95 F.O.B. Maplewood, N. J. 


HARNES SamscieNtiFICALLY DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM DIVING 
COMFORT AND SAFETY. NO MORE ROLLING TANKS. INSTANT RELEASE 


FASTENINGS. 
$4.95 F.O.B. Maplewood, N. J. 


LAKE EQUIPMENT CO., INC., 479-481 VALLEY ST., MAPLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
Please ship me—_— tanks complete with valve and harness or________tanks alone 


- valve harness. Enclosed is $____(check, money order) covering cost. 


| will pay freight charges 
Dept. $ 


Name___— —_ . —— 
Street . = . seinen 
- — 


State — 
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NATIONALS 


(Continued from Page 23) 

to announce the results . . . the kitten that 
somehow strayed into the middle of the 
total catch . . . the happy smiles and 
shouts of the winners . . . and the deter. 
mined chins of the five other teams. each 
vowing that next year will tell a diff -rent 
story. 

This event climaxed underwater s ear. 
fishing competitions for 1955, the t ams 
and individuals that competed this day 
were selected as champions from heir 
respective regions and they are still « \am- 
pions .. . champions at home and o | the 
national scene because they did cor. pete 
with other regional champions. The Skin 
Diver is happy to have had a small part 
in bringing these teams together an | we 
offer our congratulations to the wi ners 
and to the Skinsters, the Sea Otter the 
Fort Lauderdale Divers, the Dolphin and 
the Muirmen. 

Special thanks are given to all ‘om. 
peting Regional Champion Teams Re. 
gional Associations, Association ( iair- 
men and all cooperating organiza ions 
and individuals for their help in suc :ess- 
fully staging the 1955 National Ur der 
water Spearfishing Championship. 

Pat O'Malley and Owen Churchii! de- 
serve special credit for the handling of 
the myriad details connected with a Ship 
Based Underwater Spearfishing Cham. 
pionship. 

Sponsor credit is given by the New 
York Blackfish and the Ft. Lauderdale 
Divers to Voit Rubber Corporation. and 
Owen Churchill, Hal-Steck Sales. Div NV 
Surf, Spearfisherman. 


LAKE TAHOE TESTED 


BY COASTAL DIVERS 
By CHUCK OVERFELT 

How would you like to dive in water 
with 80 feet visibility, no surf, no surge, 
no urchins, and good to the last drop? 
There were a couple of drawbacks of 
course; barren bottom and 4] degree 
temperatures. 

Fourth of July found a group of us 
swimming in Emerald Bay at beautiful 
Lake Tahoe, trying out Bill Hails’ new 
Kodak Cine Special rigged for under- 
water. We did most of our diving from 
the small islet in the bay and it was ideal 
for movie shots of divers since you could 
step off the edge into 60 feet of clear and 
calm water and you had a white cliff for 
a background. 

While there we discovered that numer- 
ous groups of divers from Nevada make 
use of the lake and so we were not a 110v- 
elty. Tahoe was quite a change from our 
usual haunts but I still prefer the surf, 
surge. urchins, and oftimes dirty water 
found off California’s shore. > 
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STORE HOURS 
Closed Monday 


Tues., Wed. & Sat. 
10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 





—— 





CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


12008 So. Vermont 
LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
Phone PLymouth 6-2322 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 


SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


STORE HOURS 
Thurs. & Sat. 
10 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Sunday & Holidays 
7 A.M. to 1 P.M. 





SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 
P: -elli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suits 
Masks & Fins & Guns 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 





SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 











DIVERS 


When in Florida and you want to spearfish, 
take underwater pictures or just explore 
reefs in the Keys, do it with us aboard our 
fast 22 ft. Chris Craft boat, $10 per day, 
includes mask, fins and sling gun. 


TRITON SHOP 


120 McArthur Causeway 
Miami Beach, Fla. 
Phone: J.E. 10686 — M.U. 86109 


Write for free information on weather condi- 
tions, hotel accommodations or plain ole fishing 
information. (Owned and operated by Art Pinder 
& Charlie Andrews, ‘53 & ‘54 Florida Spearfish- 
ing Champs and runners up Nationally in ‘53 
and National Champs in ‘54.) 


Sales — Service — Rentals 

















Free Bel-Aqua Pile Driver with 
Purchase by mail of 
The World’s Most 


Powerful Gun 


BEL - AQUA s 
HAMMER HEAD 


$29.95 


United Sporting Goods | i 


901 S. Hill, LA. 15, Calif. Ph. MI 2233 








QUICK EXIT... Gantner’s 
lastex, Two Zipper Style 
#381. Two Zips and suit 
comes off waist immedi- 
ately. No reaching, no 
tugging over legs. Perfect 
for putting on or remov- 
ing trunks without tak- 
ing trousers off. Snug 
design gives full support. 
Colors: Navy, Black, 
White. Sizes: $ (28-30)— 
M (32-34)—L (36-38). 


-Grantner 


















1) Free Catalog on French Imports 





(1) Jantzen’s Trunks #SP 
[] Put My Name on Permanent List. 
1) For New Item #........... (Price) 



























JANTZEN’S SPEARFISHER- 
MAN ... Style SP. Tested 
and Approved by 30 Ex- 
perts. The Zip-Off Trunks 
with elasticity in waist 
insure adaptable waist 
fit. Tough, durable, will 
last for years. Camou- 
flage colors with rope 
attached for securing{4 
equipment. Colors: Navy, 

Green, Brown, a-d Red. 

$5.95 


nnlcen 


THE PIONEERS IN SWIMMING st, 










NEW YORK’S LARGEST 
SPEARFISHING CENTER 
233 W. 42d St. Dept. SK-1, N. Y. 36 


SEND ME THE FOLLOWING POST PAID: 








came 


% 
snorkels, 
h 


mont’ ly s 


(No COD’s) 
ae Waist Size ..... Color —— 
eee CH? ....... 


Complete freedom of motion in Nationally Famous 


SKIN DIVER TRUNKS 


Long, long wear for underwater men 


des your 
r Permo- 







NEW ITEMS 


IN FREE CATALOG 
of FRENCH IMPORTS 









1. 





1 Hr. Positive Reserve 
Aqua Lung $125.00 


. 2 Hr. Dble. Tank and 


Reserve 200.00 


. Manatee Fins—Gum 


Neoprene 8.95 


. Manatee Fins—Gum 


or Neoprene—UDT Size 12.95 


. NATASCOPE—Aqua- 


lung full face mask 37.50 


. Depth Gavges—120 Ft. 1.25 
. Clog Proof Depth 


Gauges—300 Ft. 2.45 


. Watch Case 7.95 
. Underwater Watch and 


Stop Watch—Special Price 


. Seamless Latex Long 


2 pc. Suit 35.00 


. Seamless Latex Long 


2 pc. Suit—with Hood 


and Boots 39.95 
. Champion Deluxe Mask 4.95 
. Cyrano Mask 4.95 
. Squale Snorkel 1.95 
. Hoewaiian Sling 4.95 


(Re me em men mm ere: ee — 
Enclosed find check or money order 


(1) Gantner’s Trunks #381 $5.00 PPd. Waist Size Color os | NAME. 


9c anne ME saci pinsntonsavesy 
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SKINDIVER SWIMWEAR 


FOR THE FROGMAN 





The new LOW LOOK In f 


lastex. 


Order your SKINDIVER today for 


fort and trim appearance. Red, 


ium, Large 


ONLY $395 . 


distinctive 


with purchase.) 


PARR OF ARIZONA 


lop Ga} PHOENIX, 


Low waist tor maximum 


low thigh for full coverage. Built- 


1ille or satin 

treedom— 
in supporter. 
all day com- 
Royal, Maize, 


Maroon, Black, or White in sizes Small, Med- 


PD. 


Also! Send 25c coin for PARR photo catalog of 
SKINDIVER SWIMWEAR 


(refund 


ARIZONA 








is NO 
PROBLEM 
FOR A 
DAVCO 


Only 
Includ 


TO CAPTURE THE BEAUTY 


WATER SCENES 


BEST 
ONLY .. 


D.L. DAVIS 


3510 Manor St. 


OF ITS TYPE 
$12.95 









FULL COLOR 





$17.95 


ing Camera 


FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF HOW EASY IT IS 


OF UNDER- 


ENTER THE DAVCO 
$1,000.00 PHOTO CONTEST 


ASK YOUR DEALER TO SHOW YOU THE 
NEW DAVCO HAWAIIAN TRIGGER SLING 


co. 


Los Angeles 39, Calif. 
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TOP LEFT — Val and Lorraine Valentine of Val’s Aqua Shop, Honolulu, give a pleasant greeting to all fellow skin 
divers. Photo by J. C. Harkness. TOP CENTER—Chuck Walker formerly of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and now living in 
Southern California, has an extreme determined look as he enters the water off Palos Verdes, Calif. TOP RIGHT— 
Guido Moggi of Milano, Italy, was a recent visitor of U. S. underwater men. He enjoyed seeing the many differen 
types of equipment we use. LOWER LEFT—Jim Prescott of the North American Sea Sabres and the Ray that attacked 
him, see club report on Page 36. LOWER RIGHT—Marzatian, Mexico, provided first class underwater adventure fo 
Gerry Huth (in boat) and Bud Bullock. Here a 58-ib. red snapper has just been boated by Bud. Water temperature 


was 80°. 


I9SS Athlete of the Year 


The National Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships, successfully founded in 
1950 by the International Underwater 
Spearfishing Association with the co- 
operation of the A.A.U., Helms Athletic 
foundation and five Southern California 
skin diving clubs, has produced three out- 
standing amateur Underwater Spear- 
fishing Athletes of the Year. In 1952 Dr. 
Mathison received the Helms Award and 
Arthur Pinder of Florida received the 
award in 1953. Pat O'Malley. of the Dol- 
phin Club, received the coveted award 
for the year 1954. 

The outstanding individual perform- 
ance at Club, inter-club, state and reg- 
ional underwater spearfishing champion- 
ships has been turned in by a team mem- 


a 


ber of the runners up in the Nationa 
Championships. 

The recipient of the Helms Award for 
Athlete of The Year does not necessarilt 
have to compete at the National Under 
water Spearfishing Championships. If 
his club, inter-club, state and regional 
championships performance is tops, he 
may exceed all competitors in Nationals 

All regional organizations and under 
water spearfishing clubs are invited to 
submit the competitive records of theif 
outstanding underwater spearfishe: met. 
after a poll among their members, 
Helms Hall, 8760 Venice Blvd., Lo- Ap 
geles 34, California as soon as possible 
before November 15, 1955. 








ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
COMMITTEE OF THE LU.S A. 
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Diving yw J _ 


San Diego 


By JIM MERTEN 


Bo... what spearfishing in this border 
town (uring the past month! 

Directly off Alligator Point. which is 
the reef in front of the La Jolla Cove, 
lots «nd lots of big fish are leisurely 
swimning nonchalantly among the skin 
diver-. Here are a few that didn’t get 
away. Skipper Price, a 10-lb. Corbina; 
Earl Murray, a 185-lb. Black Sea Bass; 
Connie Limbaugh, a 30-lb. Halibut: and 
Fran} Leinhaupel, a 210-lb. Black Sea 
Bass «nd a 38-lb. possible World’s record 
Yellowtail. 

Mike Carnohan was swimming along 
merri'y through the kelp when he 
gimpsed a juicy Black Grouper. Mike, 
with visions of this choice table morsel 
alrea ly hanging in his smokehouse, dove 
dow: and plunked the spear of his arba- 
lete clear through its big old tummy. 
Then the fun was on: first Mike had Mr. 
Grouper; then Mr. Grouper had Mike. 
Anyway, Mike rassled his fish to the sur- 
face and was just about to run his hand 
through its gills when the line parted on 
his gun and away swam Mr. 
with \like’s spear. 

This is net the end of the story. 
eer! As Jim Jordan wandering 
about in the same area an hour later he 
saw Mr. Grouper in about 40-feet of 
water. Jim dove down and put another 
spear in the fish. brought him in and 
found that he lipped the scales at 90 lbs. 
Later that same afternoon. Jim got an- 
other Grouper weighing 145 Ibs. P.S. My 
tefrigerator is full of smoked fish! 

The combined efforts of three divers, 
Mike Pretzer, Marty Compton. and Jim 
Cornelius landed a 50-lb. Leopard Shark 
off the La Jolla Shores beach recently. 

The clubs 


Council of 


Grouper 


how- 
was 


here and the San 


Diving Clubs are 


Diego 
certainly 


against the 6-inch rule for fish in spear- 


fishin ¢ 
shoot these when spearfishing. why shoot 
them in a contest. Let’s bring the mini- 
mum weight requirment up to 3 lbs. 


contests. Since none of us would 


Those wishing to enroll in the City of 


San Diego Aqua Lung _ Instruction 
courses, call the Aquatics office, at 
HU 38-8003. Those with underwater 


breathing units should by all means take 
this course. The city has kind 
enouxh to donate city pools for our 
need: so let’s take advantage: it may save 
alife: it may be yours. ™ 


been 








His Lordship 4 
STERLING SILVER 


AN ge 


His Lordship 


PRODUCTS COMPANY 


Manufacturers of Hand-Crafted Nautical Jewelry 


mat nF 


ee 


PUT 


- 
= 
=z 

<5 Te 


MNT Lees 


116 NASSAU STREET 
NEW YORK 38, N. Y. 





HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE PLACES WHERE 
HIS LORDSHIP SKIN DIVER JEWELRY IS ON DISPLAY 


Waterwear Co. Bidwell’s 
6902 Coast Highway 
Newport Beach, Calif. 
Sportland 

406 South Lake Ave. 
Pasadena, Calif. 
Fenjohn 

90 Cricket Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 


218 Marine Ave. 
Balboa Island, Calif. 
Phelp’s Terkel 

5550 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Southern Distributors 
518 No. Ramport St. 
New Orleans, La. 


Stephen Bros., Inc. 
Stockton, Calif. 
Boone Maurer, 
Marine Sales 

623 Elm St. 

San Antonio, Texas 
Bryant’s Marina 

1117 E. Northlake Av. 
Seattle, Washington 











HERE IT 1IS-AT LAST! ... 


Skin Divers the world over have 
asked for an emblem under 
which they can unite. . . Here it 
is . . . their own insignia, in 
true-to-life color. An all-pur- 
pose decal made to use on 
windshields, boats, paddle- 
boards, aqua-lungs, etc. Don't 
wait... Send for yours NOW. 
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IN TRUE LIFE 
COLOR 





DECAL AS 
ILLUSTRATED 
SIZE 5”x4” 


DEALERS — 
INQUIRIES 
INVITED — GET 
YOUR ORDER 
IN NOW!! 


THESE DECALS ARE 
MADE TO SELL FOR... 25 CENTS 
EACH BUT NOW AS A_ SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY OFFER YOU MAY PURCHASE 
5 FOR ONLY $1.00 


~"MAIL THIS ORDER COUPON TODAY 


UNDERWATER ENTERPRISES, DEPT. 18 
309 ROBINSON B1DG., SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 


Please send me, postage paid 
Skin Diver Decal 25c enclosed 
5 Skin Diver Decals, $1.00 enclosed 
When more than 5 Decals are desired, state num- 
ber you wish and in Je 20c f each additional 
Address 
City ee cxeanst 
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UNDERWATER 
EQUIPMENT 


We carry the practical 


and proven items. 


We appreciate the confidence of 
the many dealers and customers 
in our choice of the better items 
—we believe their diving expe- 
riences will be more satisfactory. 
CAMERAS LUNGS _ SUITS 
MASKS FINS 
COMPRESSORS 
ACCESSORIES 


Generally ship orders same day. 


FENJOWN 


Underwater Photo & Equipment Co. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 


Send for catalog. 














1 TOLD YOu 
va : "rm / TO GET THAT 
{} 7 \ BEL- AQUY 
1h Caaf \ewim suit 
| yl wv,V.V" Cs 
) = } ] , 
N\/ \‘ Dy 
TG J < ok, M7 
pe = CoS 2 
We YfEQ 


Malibu Skin Diver's Headquarters 


C-TOGS 


STOP ON YOUR WAY 
SHOP ON THE BEACH 
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
6:30 A.M. TO 6:30 P.M., 9:00 P.M. Saturday 


Just So. of Malibu Pier on Hwy. 101 


Complete skin diver supplies, everything you need 
from gun parts to Lungs. 


Imported and domestic equipment, the finest 
available. 


Lungs, spare tanks and fittings 
Every size and design of Bel-Aqua rubber suit 
Italian, French and American masks, fins, guns, 
and spear heads — Show pieces 
Come in and see our Australian Spear gun, Aussie 
Wrap around suit Cutlass spear barb 
Power heads — While they last $18.00 


C-TOGS, 22774 Pacific Coast Hwy, Malibu, Calif. 





included 
in the New York Sportsman Show. his 
Scuba team mate the lovely Diana Young, 
Jerry Roseliberg and Milton Gruen. 
Stephan Tjaarda announced plans to en- 
roll Scuba enthusiasts in courses starting 
immediately and to be conducted at regu- 
lar intervals throughout the winter. Skin 
Diving and Scuba instruction will have 
a definite part in the total Swimming Pro- 
gram which includes teaching of all 
swimming skills. 
Aquatic Director of the Hartford YMCA, 
and was the pioneer in the East in con- 
ducting mass courses in Skin Diving and 
Scuba. > 
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New York City 
Skin Diving and 
Scuba Clinic Held 


By HAROLD L. KISTLER 


A Skin Diving and Scuba Clinie was 


held at the West Side Y.M.C.A., 5 West 
63rd Street, New York City on July 20th. 
The program was introduced by Harold 
Kistler, Director of Physical Education, 
who announced the inclusion of Scuba in 
the “Y” ’s extensive program of swim- 
ming skills. He pointed out the exhilira- 
tion and the fascination of diving and 
Scuba as well as some of the dangers. He 
called to the attention of the one hundred 
enthusiasts witnessing the demonstration 
the advantages of practice in a clear water 
pool and the need for thorough famili- 
arity with the equipment before ventur- 
ing the frontiers of deeper diving. 


A. F. Vander Kogel, of Abercombie 


and Fitch, an experienced Scuba enthusi- 
ast of many years. was the narrator for 
the clinic. “AI” or “Mr. Van.” 
affectionately known, 
since 1937, is the creator of special equip- 
ment and recently wrote 
Sport.” 


as he is 
has been diving 


“Underwater 


The clinic presentation included step 


by step process—how to put on flippers. 
masks, snorkels, to emergency sharing of 
lung, ditching equipment and exchanging 
equipment underwater. 
the demonstration were members of the 
Long 
Tjaarda, the Aquatic Director of the West 
Side “T.” 


Participants in 


Island Dolphins, and Stephan 


The Dolphins sharing in the program 
“Dick” Ferg, who set a record 


“Steph” was formerly 











SAFETY * ee 


Stop fumbling with straps. 


release. Buckle kit 


1453 Revere Ave. 


Enjoy the safety and convenience of a 
MAR-MAC SAFE DIVE BUCKLE 
On your lung harness and weight belt. No ann ying 
adjustment of strap. One hand operated emer ency 
#1 for commercial 1” ? 
Buckle kit #2 for 2-2,” webbing. Either kit 1.35 
Buy at your dealers or 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


Hayward, Cali 
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SKIN DIVING in the clear woters of the 
hamas and Caribbean, 
plenty fish, treasure hunt in old wreks. 


Vacation on the 


Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accommodat 
for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with three st« ge 


THE 
BEST 
YET 





WHITE SWAN 


beautiful coral re 


























































$5.95 Per Pair 


For creating a watertight seal between rubber svi! 


and rubber gloves. 


87-10 92nd Street 


SPEARFISHING SUPPLY CO. 


Woodhaven 21, N. Y. 


compressor for aqua lungs. Rates reasonat'e. 81 ] 
CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 162 
1427 N.W. 98 St. MIAMI, FLORIDA —_ 
A\ Ce 
>. IN LA JOLLA 
a am 
Te PHELPS Un 
VW. 
ut, SPORTING GOODS §} Pr 
No 
@ SKIN DIVING EQUIPMENT on! 
@ CERTIFIED AIR Givi 
SCL 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
5707 La Jolla Blvd. GL 4-4112 2 
LA JOLLA, CALIF. re 
mer 
Write for FREE Catalog 
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LOWEST PRICE! 
BIGGEST VALUE 
New! Safe! Light! 


Non- 














key a Lo ie. i. 2a a — | 


dat ns 
fe stc ge 
jonab'e. 
L. 

LORIDA 


ubber, sturdy, one piece con- 
str.ction. Oversize bit retainers 
for extra safety. Built-in non- 
ret._rn clapper valves keeps 
er from entering regulator 
me hanism and keeps bellows 
tutes clear of impure gases. 


M 


s3 


ithpiece with 
ellows tubes ........ $8.95 


ubber Snorkel Mouthpiece . . . 
POSTAGE PREPAID 
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Supreme Divers 


81 Main St. Buffalo, N. Y. 
162 King E. Toronto, Ontario 
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CO. ff) 
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DONT DIVE 


Until you have learned the 
proper use of the DivAir, 
Northill or Aqua-Lung with 
only one night's instruction. 


Given by a L.A. County certified 
SCUBA instructor. 


Cost of instruction $5.00 
Breathing unit and other equip- 
ment furnished by — 

MEL’S AQUA SHOP at no extra 
cost. 


CLASS INCLUDES — 


Underwater color movies 
Lecture on the theory of diving 
Pool instruction 
Underwater test 
Sept. Classes — Wed. the 7th | 
and — Wed. the 21st 


Make reservations in advance at... 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP 


(Riviera Village) 
1911 Se. Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. Phone: FR 5-6714 








Diving and Treasure 
Tour of Nation Now 
Being Organized 


What is pronounced one of the most 
sensational and un-dreamed of hereto- 
fore undertakings in the field of diving 
and underwater exploration ever to be 
organized is now being prepared through 
a new venture soon to be formed into a 
corporation under the by-laws of the 
State of California, and to be organized 
by a group of businessmen with Lieut. 
Harry FE. Rieseberg, internationally rec- 
ognized as the foremost authority on 
authenticated treasure ships. veteran 
deep sea explorer and salvor, author. and 
world-record holder for depth in an 
operative diving robot, to direct same. 

This organization will bring back to 
the United States one of the last four- 
masted square-riggers, more than three- 
hundred feet in length to be used for its 
floating museum treasure ship, and will 
be equipped to visit every port of the 
country — bringing to the schools and 
general public an educational. scientific. 
adventurous historical ship entirely ex- 
hibiting sensational presentations of div- 
ing, treasure and underwater explora- 
tion — the complete story of treasure of 
the past, the present, and the future, in 
all its phases. In addition, after a tour of 
several years, the ship will undertake the 
largest and most scientific treasure expe- 
dition ever contemplated, to the Carib- 
bean. where, in addition to the salvage 
operations, the first authenticated large- 
scale technicolor motion picture of docu- 
mentary nature will be filmed. 

The principal exhibit to be shown 
aboard this huge ship of the past. will 
be a great presentation in circular shape 
of dioramic nature, ten by sixty feet in 
size, in color, showing the geographical 
continents of the world. On this diorama, 
electronically operated, will unfold for 
the first time in history the factual story 
of the huge fortunes filched from the 
world’s money stocks, from the early 
sixteenth century and down through the 
centuries to the present time, by that 
greatest of all pirates, Davy Jones, in 
ships which today rest on the floor of 
the waters of the earth and waiting for 
the modern salvor to claim—whether he 
be in suit, mechanical diving gear, or 
aqua-lung equipment. 

This startling, yet authenticated pres- 
entation, will show the exact site of every 
important sunken treasure-laden craft's 
sinking, from research and actual sub- 
stantiation which has taken more than 
twenty-five years to assemble. * 
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* UNDERWATER SPORTS * 


For Perfect 
Underwater 


Pictures... 


Holiday 
Camera and 
Case... 














MAKO underwater cameras and lighting housings are 
used by the U S. Navy, American and foreign oil com- 
ponies and professional underwater photographers on 
nationally known magazines 
PRODUCTION model! housings, precision-maode for the 
following still cameras are made of %” plexi-gloss with 
bross chrome plated controls for the film transport and 
shutter release 
Leica. . .$99.50 Nikon (incl. focus)... .$110.50 
Robot. . $85.00 Rolleiflex (incl. focus). . $124.50 
MOTION PICTURE camera cases are production made for 

Bolex H-16 (cast aluminum) 

Bell and Howell—200 series 

Eastman Cine-Kodak 

MAKO makes custom made cases for most cameras 





Bolex H-16 (cast aluminum) Bell and Howell—200 


For Brochure... 
Write to: 





7916 BEVERLY BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 48, 
CAcIFORNIA 


ud K (our 





SCUBA 


DIVER'S LOG 


AND 


HANDY REFERENCE BOOK 








SCUBA DIVER'S LOG 
and Handy Reference Book 


WRITTEN BY: 


LCDR. J. H. PEIRANO LCDR. J. L. MOORE 
CDR G. J. DUFFNER 


All on Active Duty with the UNITED 
STATES NAVY SUBMARINE 
FORCES, and active in SCUBA 


work. 


a Tay’ 
CONTAINS: 

Detailed Log Sheets for accurate and 
authentic record of all SCUBA dives 
UNITED STATES NAVY 
Decompression Tables 


UNITED STATES NAVY 
Pressure Tables. PRICE 


and 50 
Many other helpful hints to advance 


the science of SCUBA Diving 








SCUBA ».o. sox 157 


Madison Square Station, New York 10, N. Y. 


I 

I 
Enclosed find [] check —] money order 
I for copies of SCUBA 

NAME 

| ADDRESS 

CITY... : ZONE... STATE 
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Burleigh Brooks, Inc. 10 w. 46 st., New York 36, N.Y. 
West—PONDER & BEST, INC. 814 N. Cole Ave., Hollywood 38, Calif. 


Two Deep Sea Wander- 
ers off the coast of 
Morozaki with Japanese 
guides and crew. Shown 
here are George Casey 
in the yachting cap and 
Bob Bourgault with 
mask. —Photo b 
Dundee 


On the Pacific... 
DEEP SEA WANDERS 
By BOB BOURGAULT 


During these past two months we 
“Wanderers” have been fortunate. inas- 
much as we've dived at most of the major 
localities here on Japan’s East Coast, 
including Kobe, Nagoya. Morozaki. Hay- 
ama. Misaki. Joga-Shima and Abora- 
Thubo. We were pleased to have found 
ourselves wrong about our early assump- 
tions concerning the diving conditions to 
be encountered here. As the ship pro- 
gressed northward along its Port Hop- 
ping cruise, water visibility and abund- 
ance of marine life increased until there 
was little doubt that Japan could be fav- 
orably compared with many of the “top” 
diving localities we’d found elsewhere. 

Amongst the ever interesting and color- 
ful tropical fish that abound here. we’ve 
encountered several “Rainbow Parrot 


PAI 


UNDERWATER HOUSING for Automatic 
Rolleiflex f:3.5. Pressure-proof at depths 
up to and greater than 330 feet (100 
meters). Camera operation as usual. 
Special flash light unit. Write for com- 
plete information. 


— 
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fish” which are believed rare in this irea. 
These differ from the Hawaiian va iety, 
in that the beak or mouth is smalle and 
less bird-like. Moray eels are abu: dant 
and seem to increase in size pr por- 
tionally with water depth. As previ ush 
reported by several others. they ar: not 
found to be very aggressive though they 
prove to be strong and vicious fig iter 
once speared or otherwise annoyed 

Of possible interest to the scie tific 
minded. is our recent trip to Tokyo \ her 
we spent several hours visiting the “| okai 
Regional Fisheries Research La)vora- 
tory.” Dr. T. Abe. who is completing 
a comprehensive study on Pacific {i ving 
fish, proved invaluable as a guide to ‘ech: 
nical books on marine biology available 
here in Japan. He further introduced us 
to Dr. Ino’s assistants who showed us his 
collection of abalone specimens. | pon 
Dr. Abe’s recommendation we paused it 
our return trip to see the motion pictur 
“Blue Continent” and enjoyed it im 
mensely. °>* 


California... 


VENTURA KELP KATS 
By PHIL MANGUM 

On the 4th of July the Kats put ona 
skin diving exhibition at the end of the 
Ventura pier. Several hundred visitors 
enjoyed the two hour demonstration 
which was highlighted by the rescue and 
salvage of an overturned outboard by 
Donn Younce, Bill Conner, and Don 
Spencer. Over seventy pounds of starfish. 
conches, sea urchins, etc. were dispensed 
to souvenir hunters. The local paper zave 
us a nice spread with pictures the follow: 
ing day. 

A contest using modified Laguna rule: 
is scheduled for early August. Trophies 
will go to the biggest catch by pounds. the 
largest catch by size. and the larges! ab. 

A trip to the Channel Islands is being 
scheduled soon with the prime target— 
sea bass! That is, if Donn Younce can 
tear himself away from that seven fool 
Blue Shark he is going steady with. * 
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Underwater tests at 15 foot range show terrific power of the new Jet Manta 
Mark 2. 3/, inch Pine target smashed by Head and Shaft. Photo shows target after 


tesf. 





WESTERN JET MANTA 
MARK 2 


N EW POWER—800 Ibs. Chamber Pressure 
See your dealer or order from PERFORMANCE—Shoft speed 10 feet in 1/50 second. 


Western Tool and Sales Co. New Firing Pin Mechanism develops smashing power. No loading effort in or under 
Box 743-S, Westminster, Calif. water. ¥% inch steel shaft, self detaching tempered head, automatic line release, posi- 
tive safety. 





Magazine Grip $1.75 extra 

















TODAY’S NEWEST FROM SPEARFISHERMAN 


he new WIDE VIEW MASK and SEAMLESS SHORTIE 


THE WIDE VIEW MASK, invented and popular THE SEAMLESS SHORTIE, plenty of The most heat retention with least excumberance. 





zec by SPEARFISHERMAN is being entirely shortie seconds $5.00 to $20.00. Firsts rs 

re-c 2signed with feather edge—no fitting re- $34.95. Newest thing ou*. Money back wt 

quid, and will be available sometime in return privilege. _ 

Oct. ber at our factory store, parcel post pre- Write for free manual on use and care 

pa or skin diver stores. Our sincerest apolo- of frogman suits. 

gies to the thousands of divers whom we could . 7521 Clay Street 


not <upply this summer Huntington Beach, California 








5. 200 
DIVAIR 


1954 MODEL 


BRAND NEW DIVAIR REGULATORS : 


$3 995 ... FACTORY CLOSEOUTS $ 3 995 


THESE REGULATORS INCLUDE BUILT-IN SAFETY RESERVE — BRASS MAIN CASTING — NEWEST TYPE 
U. S. RUBBER NEOPRENE MULTIFLEX HOSES — NON-RETURN MOUTHPIECES 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES COMPARABLE TO 1955 MODELS 


THESE DIVAIR REGULATORS ARE WARRANTED TO BE FREE FROM DEFECTS IN WORKMANSHIP AND MATERIALS, 
AND IF GIVEN NORMAL CARE WILL FUNCTION PROPERLY AND GIVE EXCELLENT SERVICE 


THIS IS A ONCE IN A LIFETIME CHANCE SO DON’T WAIT 


ORDER NOW! 








R. R. Orgain, 13 Briar Hill Rd. 
Montclair, N. J. 











—_ 





| 
I 1 
I 1 
I 1 enclose $ check, money order) for | 
I Divair type *'B'’ Regulators | 
| have a complete stock of replacement parts for these | 
Name 
DIVAIRS row 
: cia . , 1 
Postage paid within continental United States I City ae State 
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8 Ib. Weight Belt D | V E R S 
$5.69 
8” FLOATING Knits SUPPLY 


$2.49 
:| (A Division of Waterwear Company) 
| % D.S. Special Mask 
: gum rubber and glass plate © Water Skis ® Underwater cameras 

$1.69 © Beek Gee and cases 

% D.S. Special Fins © Foam Neoprene suits 
fine quality gum rubber © Fins ® Spear guns of all 
(Specify size) . kinds 
© Abalone irons 
$6.99 © Underwater 
Rubber Suit Kit © Masks flashlights 


Do it yourself! 
Everything complete for 
! home assembly, including 


boots. THE ONLY COMPLETE STOCK 


asian 0 OF SKIN DIVING AND DEEP SEA 


Supply Specials GEAR ON THE PACIFIC COAST 


are nationally known 


brands 


Self-contained underwater breathing apparatus 


Air refills — Complete rental and repair service 
Order by mail. Shipment 


C.O.D. or send check or OPEN SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 


money order with order and 


ave shipping charges. . * 
| lagi aaa 6906 Pacific Coast Highway 
COMPLETE jhe A (U. S. Alternate 101) 
DEPT. SD-3 Two Miles West of the Arches 


Newport Beach, Calif. :: Phone Harbor 3798 




















RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 


Scientific Underwater Research Enterprises 
1740 Westridge Rd. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
Phone—GR 23253 


For diver and equipment up to 500 feet in depth 


Completely equipped including trailer for easy transfer OT 
For diver and equipment 
WRITE for complete information and literature up to 500 feet in depth 








UNDERWATER CAMERA CASES 





MAKO underwater cameras and lighting hous- “ROWNIE HOLIDAY From $29.95 

ings are used by the U. S. Navy, American and LEICA Send for FREE LITERATURE 
foreign oil companies and professi i under- ROLLEIFLEX 

water photographers on nationally known mag- BOLEX 


azines. BELL & HOWELL 


Manufactured by UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. CINE KODAK 

me ben a emu awa 
istributed in West by G 

6363 Santa Monica Bivd., Hollywood 38, Calif. AND MANY OTHERS 


AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING WESTERN DEALERS 


Alvins Photo, Pasadena Earl V. Lewis, Los Angeles 

Anderson's Photo, Santa Barbara Lloyds Camera Exchange, Hollywood 
{| Evenson's, Riverside Marvin's Camera, Santa Ana 

Beverly Hills Camera, Beverly Hills Morgan's Camera, Hollywood | 
Brooks, Inc., San Francisco Santa Monica Camera Exchange, | 
| Buslers Camera, Hermosa Santa Monica 


Shoob's, Modesto 

Southwest Camera Exch., Los Angeles 
Standard Camera Supply, Hollywood 
Triangle Camera, Redondo Beach 
Webb's Photo Supply, Sacramento 


Camera Craft, Los Angeles 
Clements Drug, E! Centro 
Compton Photo Supply, Compton 
Harbor Photo, Corona Del Mar 





Hollywood Camera Shop, Fresno & San Jose 
Sid Klein, Hollywood Weston’s, Santa Barbara 
Lett Camera Exchange, Bellflower Winstead Brothers, Long Beach & San Diego 





| 
| 
Kissams Camera, Inglewood Winter and Co., Los Angeles | 


The only complete line of American made housings. 
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Texas ..- 


CREATURE! 


SKIN DIVING CLU 
By WALTER STEE\ 

The Creatures held their semi-annual 
election of officers July 6th at the regul 
larly scheduled Wednesday night meet 
ing on Gary Air Force Base. The c\ub js 
enjoying quite a bit of activity curing 
the summer months. Three meriber 
Jacobs, Glass and Steen spent the July 
4th weekend at Port Aransas, “ exas 
Members John Hinton and Jerry > orer. 
sen came down Sunday. The wate wa 
choppy and murky all weekend, b it we 
managed to log a couple of hou s be 
tween tides. The catch of Saturda was 
almost thirty pounds of sheepshea ' and 
snapper, with top honors going to > onny 
Glass for his nine pound sheepshe id. 

One of our more prominent mer bers, 
Bill Harbeck, has recently returned from 
his vacation. He visited his fol s in 
Southern California and, of course. spent 
a lot of time diving in the cool F acify 
waters. 

Three of the officers are planning a 
two week trip to Guaymas, Mexico. Need 
I state the purpose? July 31st is the de 
parture date and we really look forward 
to having a ball. Look for some det ils in 
our next report. *™ 
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THE AQUA-KNIGHTS, W« 


By ALLEN BROWN 

In the last couple of months, we've 
had only enough time for a few one-day 
trips. One day, on recommendation 
from one member, some of us tried 4 
spot in South Laguna which has greal 
possibilities. A lot of pan-size fish wer 
seen and missed, and [| pulled out @ 
couple of 20-pound rays. 

We have tentative plans for trips to 
Catalina and Punta Banda, but thats 
about all to now. 

The Aqua-Knights have slowed «own 
considerably, but we hope to rebuil:! our 
original size and activity. If there are 
any unattached skin divers in the San 
Gabriel Valley interested in our club. 
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we would like to get together. We have 
meetings twice a month. Call me 4 
Atwater 5-6264, or Bob Feltham, !’resi 
dent, Atwater 7-4153. > 





mem » 
their < 
hope- 










Cyprus... 


‘TURE THE EPISKOPI 
> CLU SHUFTYSCOPERS 


R STEEN By EDWARD M. WARRICK 
ni-annulif Greetings to American Skin Divers 
he regul fom this Branch of the Cyprus District 
zht meet cub Aqua Club, tucked away in the 
1 Club if northeast corner of the sunny Mediter- 
Y Curing ranean. 

mer ibers Fo: med in 1954 we have more than 
the July thirty active members who drive to our 
> CXA8B seaco.ist each weekend to spend a day laz- 





ry > oren: ing on the surface or diving with har- 
ale” Was poons hunting the varied fish to be found 


1, bat well in the-c waters. 


ious bel Th: sea around this island is mostly 
rda was erysta! clear and normally calm, being 
hea ' anil warm enough for swimmine throughout 
to Sonny the year. Apart from colorful fish, octo- 
she id. pus ad plants to be seen on the sea bed 
ner bers and a nongst the rocks there are Roman 
nec! fromff and Greek ruins to be explored. ancient 
fol.s inl harbo sites to be traced and sunken gal- 
rse. spell Jeys t be found. 
1 FP vcifel “An underwater expedition from Eng- 
land is on the south coast here this sum- 
mer i the area of Salamis and are find- 
ing nvuch of interest in the ancient city 
s the de there which was covered by the sea after 
for ward an earthquake 1500 years ago. Some boys 
Het ils inf from this branch have worked with the 
Expedition and have learned the use of 
aqua-!ungs and underwater cameras. 
Some copies of The Skin Diver have 
been received and more would be wel- 
come. They are worth their weight in 
gold here and are passed from hand to 
hand until unreadable. >> 





inning a 
ico. Need 


: Japan... 

b “TOKYO OASIS DIVERS” 
=\ By W. G. HICKS 
= The club has made many trips to both 
= ushi and Manazuru. Plentiful small fish 


-—= #were found in both places. If one is care- 
ful one can see larger fish feeding and 
hiding in deeper water. 

IIGHTS§ We were paid a visit by Jim Oetzel this 
BROWN Past month. We enjoyed his company and 
is, we've tis photos of catches made by him and 
one-day§ %thers. We guided him to the Zushi spot 
endationg ad Jim found the fish hiding under the 
- tried ag Vegetation. He speared two nice fish 
as oreatf Which he donated to a Japanese man on 
ish werel Shore. We hope he and others will visit 
d out af again and be our guests for a diving 
trip. 

trips | This past Saturday. 16th July, another 
ut that's§ member and myself looked into the hid- 
ing places that Jim discovered. We saw a 
ed downfwo-foot fish and many others feeding. 
yuildl ourf however our aim was bad and we came 
here arg back “empty handed.” Sure wish Jim 
the Sang had Leen with us using his Arbalete. 

ur club{ Thus far all our members are using 
We havgSorkels only in their diving. Several 
| me ag™Mem)ers are in the process of building 
n, Presif their own underwater units. So we have 
hope: of snaring those “big fish” yet. >* 


—_— 












FROM SAN FRANCISCO TO NEW YORK 
irs tre EDCO 


SUB-MARINER 






















Soft, Warm 
Comfortable 
FOAM NEOPRENE 
The Full Suit........ $75.00 
(Illustrated) 
The Shorty......... $45.00 


DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 
OR WRITE 
NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT aA 
ORPORATION . 








OonuUnm 


305 american trust company bldg. — oe 


berkeley 4 - california Berkeley Seafarers 
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Since introducing the $ 
Tie Bar, we hav 
swamped for requests 
er Skin-Diver jewelry 
both men and women. 
of this demand, the Gh 
elry Co. has prod 
now introducing, brand 
new complete line of Skin Diver 
Jewelry in beautiful SOLID 
- STERLING SILVER. 


bye 


GLYNN JEWELRY MANUFACTURERS 
520 E Street San Diego, California 


Please send me 

0 Tie Clasp $9.35 C sTie Tacks $3.85 

DC Cuff Links $7.15 DO sEarrings $6.05 

1 Scatter Pins $2.75ea (J Lapel Emblems $3.85 
O1 Tie Bar & Cuff Links $11.55 My check is enclosed. 
Name 
Address 


Masham City Zone State 
All prices include Federal Tax. Add 3° tax in California. 
MANUFACTURERS 


Mailed Postpaid. 

















SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
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FORD HTS § 


We finance Rubber Suits... 


Waterwear . Edco 


Bill Hogan's 


Bel - Aqua 


6 months to pay. 


Spearfisherman 


UNDERWATER SPORT SHOP 


5914 East Second Street 


Long Beach, California 


Phone 90 7575 
LUNGS FINANCED — NO DOWN PAYMENT — 21 MONT?IS TO PAY 


Certified instruction in SKIN DIVING and SCUBA 





—eow ———™ 














“SAILS TO ANDROS” 
A filmed expedition to the Bahamas 
By LEON PADDOCK 
SEPTEMBER 13, 1955—8 P.M. 


Cronchaw Church, 9550 Crenshaw (near Century), los Angeles, California 


ther dates for 


viewing this dramatic color film in the Southland 
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SKINDIVE 


Select New Diving Locations \ 


with Complete Freedom 


Skindiving is more fun when you own a Cornelius 
portable air compressor. Enjoy new adventure 
and excitement in all locations with the assurance 
of unlimited air supply. 4 models available. All 
provide triple filtered ‘“‘Country Fresh’”’ air to 
pressures of 3000 pounds per square inch, 


IT’S EASY TO OWN A 


(cinellus 


PORTABLE AIR COMPRESSOR 


Sold by leading dealers everywhere 





Cornelius Model 130R1401 
79 ibs. complete weight. 


Qe 















02 o 


Free folder gives complete 
description, write: 


THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


Minneapolis 21, Minnestoa 
562 39th Ave., N.E., 











California... 


NORTH AMERICA 
“SEA SABRE 


By BOB RETHERFORI 

Catalina Island, July 24. 1955.— \ fteqit 

a good catch of bass. sheepshead, »pa 
eye. cabezone, and abalone. we moved 
mile down the coast and found a spo: fu 
of bat rays. I counted eighteen tha 
ranged in size from 20- to 180-pnounds 
One of our members, Doug Buckley 
shot a fifty pounder and we obt: in 
some good color movies of this oper 
tion. After that. Jim Prescott shot 
seventy pound ray and the action r:a 
started. It circled and charged rig!tt 
Jim, just missing him. then dove t th 
bottom stirring up the sand. and su 
denly skyrocketed straight up comp!|-tel 
clearing the surface. It landed on |’re 
cott’s head knocking his face plate o 
Luckily Jim managed to free hirose 
and retrieve his mask in time to dodg 
another charge. This time the ray ~idé 
swiped his shoulder and the barb tor 
open his wet suit. It then made four raf 
infuriated charges before it tired a 
gave up. As we hauled it aboard it starte 
giving birth to about forty live babi 
and there were baby rays swimming 
over the place. Perhaps this explains t 
fighting and charging we witnessed, 
we are sure that this ray was makin 
deliberate attacks. = 
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California... 


THE KELP WORM| 


By LOYD BOLLIN| 
This is the first report of the Kel 
Worms to the Skin Diver and we aij 
looking forward to taking part in the ef 
change of information and diving tale 
with the other clubs who report to ovgMARsH 
magazine. ep 
The Kelp Worms skin diving club 
sponsored by the Northrop Recreatic 
Club. Most of the members are employe@liferr 
of Northrop Aircraft. Inc. in Hawthorn 
California. Club membership has ave 
aged approximately forty-five membe 
for the past three years. 
Club owned equipment includes tAltho 
aqua-lungs, an underwater camera. 1 ero 








such services as COs for our spear gu pis r 
Most of the members have adhered tofth (o¢ 
“Do-It-Yourself” spirit with a variety $k heg 
home-made rubber suits, guns made {ro§De ay 
fire extinguishers, underwater came) anc 
cases, and other equipment. ve ar 
The quarterly award trophy wefrivin 
to Kelp Worm commissioner Georf ‘ Fis 
Branch, who cinched it with a 2]Brbarg 
pound sheepshead caught off Val@M. ab 
Verdes. pate. 
For any information concerning Ofious 
club write: George Branch, 503 W. 142mils ar 
St., Hawthorne. ™ ip. Ve 







































































=RICA New L&C 





ABRES Underwater 
Exposure 

[ERFORI Meter 

S.— \ftegit 


Complete direct read- 
ng underwater me- 
ter (no adjustments 
necessary). For all 
still and motion pic- 
e cameras, good 
r all type films. 
mplete in water 
case with at- 
taching ring. $29.95. 
Available at your deal- 
ers or send for free lit- 
erature. Dealer and Job- 
ber inquiries invited. 
LA GRANGE & CANNING 
6363 Santa Monica Boulevard, Hollywood 38, Calif. 
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ry SOUTH GATE 
By = DIVER’S SUPPLY 


DIVAIR 


- to d 









Bon: AQUA-LUNG 

“weed SCOTT HYDRO-PAK 
tired Spear Guns — Rubber and CO2 
d it starté Fins — Masks — Knives — Etc. 
ive b ‘ _ 

— JERRY § Diving Dept. 
nessed. McArthur's Paint Store 

ass maki 3537 Tweedy Blvd. South Gate, Calif. 


LO 66109 


SATNESS 
FROGMAN SUPPLIES 


Home of ‘Illinois Mask and Fin Club 


CERTIFIED PURE REFILLS 


Terms Available 











| 
NORM| 
BOLLIN| 
the Kell 
nd we all 
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iving tale 





















gs 5321 W. Belmont Ave. 
Ort Lo OUR MARSH of the Pacific Grove Looney Gooneys approaches photographer Julius Siddon near the wreck of the ‘‘Valiant 
Catalina Island, California. The ship was inspected and photographed by the club members ‘‘to the roar of com- 
essed air grunts.’’ Photo Copyright by Julius G. Siddon AQUALUNG. @. DIVAIR. @. SNORKAIR 
ng club wx an DIVING SERVICE @ DIVING INSTRUCTIONS 
Recreati¢ 
; ; ae ; : Ten - 3 - Five - 
employefilifornia . . . Arriving at Avalon. we stagger like Panenestn 6-16S53 (fon diieie on 
Jawthorn PACIFIC GROVE donkeys to the beach nearest the sunken ‘ 
I “Valiant.” Under the load of full equip Cpe Say SF Pee Cormmy VSe 
as ave aliant. , > los > . 
> membe LOONEY GOONEYS ment (flash-lites. depth gauges. aqua- — 
wedi RA. F.. lun three automatically pressurized 
. iu ca ial _— 7 gs. ee < < "< . =—S Aus e 
‘lude a a cameras. Se-Air gauges) we flop grate- Suit Yourself 
cludes {Although our Monterey Peninsula div- ameras, : gaue Pp ere it Ki 
mera. aly srounds are excellent. whenever a fully into the sea. Rubber Suit its 
pear ¢UlBp js mentioned, fins are hastily stuffed Snorkling out to the buoy and diving CONTAIN: PRE-CUT RUBBER, CEMENT, 
lhered tofth | rushes. cz sners. etc. The day after day. we explored and photo- SEAM ROLLER, PATCHES AND SIMPLE IN- 
variety [ anon ae ne aE a we eraphed the interior re the ship Which STRUCTIONS. COMPLETE WITH CONNECT- 
‘ egins ... 7 - Meigen re ee ING RING & HOOD. EASILY ASSEMBLED 
made !rofDe and Sydney Marsh, Julius Siddon, sits upright at 20 fathoms. IN 3-5 HOURS. SUIT CAN BE USED EITHER 
er came®h and Madelain McCurdy and Wayne Bath-tubs. tile floors, port-holes intact WET OR DRY. 
ve are Catalina bound for a_ week. with glass were inspected to the roar of SIZES S-M-L-XLG 
phy webriving in Los Angeles we are told by compressed air grunts. The old ship Full Suit ..... 19.95 
er George Fisher of a sunken ship off Santa trickled streams of bubbles from every Sh 
mil Fisher of p off Sant | orty ......13.95 
th a 2lBtbara Island. Next morning at 3:30 seam. Sydney Marsh became another 
off Pal@M. aboard the “J.C.” we leave to inves- club woman to reach 20 fathoms when Write For Our Illustrated Brochure 
bate. Escorted by squadrons of sus- she visited the sea floor at the starboard SUIT YOURSELF 
prning $ pious sea lions we search for bronze bow. Something new for us was a night BOX 3449, LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 
3 W.. 1421 ils amid the strewn hardware of the dive in phosphorescent waters. Mighty TIME TESTED PREFERRED 
Ip. Vo luck! eerie; 
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mH cientifie 

U nderwater 

Bkesearch 

EK nterprises 
1740 Westridge Road 


Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
Phone: GR 2-3253 


Parry Bivens 


: Testing Chamber 
Company President 


%& Complete underwater laboratory for scientific testing and evaluation of all types of underwater 
and swimming equipment. 


% Equipped with pressure chamber to simulate ocean depths up to 1000 feet. 
%& Full staff of engineers, diver for development and field testing. 


Be SURE with your equipment for safer diving. 











R.P Cc. 
SIKIN DIVERS 


REGULATOR PROTECTOR 
CASE 


Protects the Regulator that Guards 
the Life of the Diver. Handsome 
Custom Built Case of Saddle Leather. 


Waterproof Plastic Lined 


At your dealer er from the 


PRICE 


$14.95 


P. O. BOX 278 POSTPAID 


:ANTA BARBARA, CALIF. 


The FORSUM COMPANY 











FELLOW SKIN DIVERS 


AT LAST the latest in skin diving comfort 
A TANK SADDLE by 
BUILT RIGHT CO. 


Size—to fit a 70 cubic foot tank, 


completely corrosion proof. 


Price $22.50 


Dealer inquiry invited 


v 


BUILT RIGHT CO. 


1900 S. 35th Street 
Milwaukee 15, 
Wisconsin 
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New York... 


SCHENECTADY “ 


SKIN-DIVING CLUI 
By F. J. MORCER} 

Our club was organized last fa!! ang 
to date has the first of what we expe 
to be a long list of accomplishment 
under its belt. 

Twenty-five members have com)leted 
a fifteen-week course in enduranc., up 
derwater safety, and skin diving tech 
niques. In addition, one hour of | iving 
lung time was logged by each usin = sey 
eral kinds of apparatus. 

In March we staged an exhibit it the 
Schenectady Hobby Show. Judgi .g by 
the crowds, ours was one of the mv +t fas 
cinating exhibits of the show. A dive 
went down into a five-foot tank ever 
hour and demonstrated different | qui 
ment including one with a built-i) mi 
rophone connected to a loudspeak: r 
tem. Tremendous interest in the 
was evidenced by the many in 
made at our booth. 

Our first outing to the cool, clea 
waters of Lake George was a grea‘ suc 
cess. About thirty-five members met a 
Pilot Knob there and explored the heck 
out of the bottom. A similar event i 
being planned now in another nearby 


lake. 
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connected with the Schenectady Y' 
Next winter the membership will voi 
to affiliate or to become fully independ 
ent. A new and more descriptive cl 
name and emblem will also be dis 
cussed, >* 


SEA LANCER 
By BILL ANDERSO! 

Our trip for June was to Santa Bar 
bara Island. We left Santa Monica unde 
perfect sea and weather conditions. Bu 
as we got farther off shore we entere 
a bank of high fog and a pronounce 
swell developed. When we reached th 
island the better diving areas were tot 
exposed to be dived. And the only othe 
places were populated with thousands ¢ 
sea lions. In fact one could barely see th 
beach for sea lions. We sent our presi 
dent, John Hall, into the water as | 
guinea pig to test the sea lion reaction 
After he survived the rest of us went i 
to find a scarcity of fish and mutk 
water. The largest fish taken was a 
11-pound sheepshead by Bill Barada. 

The trip for July was to Anacapi 
Island. The weather was cloudy off-hor 
but the water was glassy calm, ani th4 
trip over took only fifty minutes. ‘I her 
was an abundance of three to five poun 
fish, and enough 10 pounders to kee} 
things interesting. John Hall and Dr 
Schreiber limited on really big abs. Jobt 
got an eight and a half inch pink abt 
make a club record. * 
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glifornia... 
LOS BUZOS 
By ALAN DRAY 
After our first try in organized A.A.U. 
anctioned competition we find we have 
earned much as to how a meet is con- 
ucted. the most satisfactory gun and 


ear to use. how one must dive. the ex- 

com letepected type catch, and that rubber suits 
ranc-, upgpre a necessity. We'll be back next vear 
ving tech{rying and hope to make a better show- 
of © ivins - would like to take this oppor- 
USII: * sey to thank the Aqua-guards who 
the Laguna Beach meet and con- 

ibit it the e them on their efficiency and 
idgi¢ by hness in regards to safety and 
> mc st fasthls their assistance both in and out 

A dive vater. 


ink every 


ant «quip 
ilt-i: mic 
eaki r sys 


the spor 
inc, uiried 


rol. clea 
ered suc; 
rs met af 
| the heck 
event is 
‘ronearby 


nofliciall 
y YMC: 
will vol 
indepen 
tive clu 


be dis 


.NCER! 
IDERSO 
anta Bar 
ica unde 
ions. Bul 
e entered 
onouncet 
iched_ the 


were to 


nly othegl 


usands 0 
ly see th 
yur presi 
ter as 
reaction 
s went I 
d n urky 
was al 
paracda. 
Anacapé 
offshore 
and thé 
as. ‘Ther 
ve pound 
to keej 
and Dr 
abs. Joh 
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y of our members have been work- 
kelp beds off La Jolla lately in 
of yellowtail, white sea bass. 
. and barracuda. All have proved 
y llusive, although John Jaynes 
rougl:t in a 17-pound white sea bass. 
Jean Erwine has taken some _ large 
heepsiead recently, too. We're. still 
orking the kelp and hoping, but it 
loesn'! take long to get bored out there. 
Los Buzos mid-summer beach party 
yas held a few nights back with an 
ttendince of over 25 people. As the 
wenins wore on a bull session naturally 
arte and the topic quickly switched to 
ome made rubber guns. John Jaynes 
as sporting his latest which he had com- 
leted only that morning. it was already 
is “old gun” as he had started a new 
ne employing new ideas and experi- 
nee vained in making five of these 


ng th 
pursul 





































SEA ANGELS 

By ED HOLBERT 
The last two months have found us 
ing at Corona del Mar, Palos Verdes, 
pnd Catalina, with Catalina furnishing 
he most luck. July the fourth found 
hirteen of our members at Catalina for 
Rtwo day dive. Our first day proved very 
ood spearfishing with sixteen nice bass. 
heepshead. etc. taken. However that 
ight we left our catch hanging over- 
ward and the next morning found a 
evered rope dangling in the breeze. 
After much speculation as to what hap- 
ened we came to the conclusion that 
ome varmint made a good catch for just 


p litte swimming and a knife. July the 


hirtieth found twenty of our members 
ack at Catalina. As most of our mem- 
ers now have lungs we had some very 
good catches from deep under. Several 
of our lung divers went down at Ship 
Rock and found everything but the bot- 
om. Sheepshead in the twenty-five and 
hirty-five pound class were sighted but 
one were landed. Them darn fish are 
lum!) smart. Now we know how they 


pot s» darned big. = 





TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 
SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 


Designed for the Bell & | 

Howell 16 & 35 MM 

100’ roll 
Elgeet’s 3-D system. 


BELL & HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE WorkKS 1604 Newport Blvd., 


Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Write for prices and information 


cameras and 








FREE SUIT 


with every lung purchase 


AIR REFILLS 


JERRY'S cai 


EQUIPMENT 
111 N. El Paseo (Near Fishermans Wharf), Redondo Beach, Calif. 


MARK VII CO2 Gun 


$4,750 


Dealer Inquires 


HOURS—9 to 8 Mon. thru Friday 
8 to 8 Weedends 


Phone FR 2-6326 








~ TANKS 
REFILLED 


PURE 
AIR 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 


—FEverything Underwater— 
@ Manatee 
Let's get acquainted 
SEND FOR OUR FREE COLORED CATALOG 
pton, Calif. 


@ Aqua-Lung @ Squale @ Arbalete @ Pirelli Suits 


NE. 6-1974 — NE. 1-3411 











226 E. Compton Bivd., C 








PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 

American Representative: 
GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
c/o Skin Diver Magazine 


One Year Subscription—$5.00 
Manuscripts and photographs from the P. O. Box 128 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. Lynwood, Calif. 











UNDERWATER MOVIE FILM 


FOR SALE—Over 20,000 feet of underwater color movie film taken in Florida, Gulf of Mexico, 
Caribbean and California. Stock action shots in 16 and 35 mm. of Man and Big Fish, Man and 
80-Pound Turtle, sharks and other large fish. 

We specialize in underwater movies to advertise water sports equipment and skin diving movies for 
entertainment. Let us make a movie for you on our trip to Acapulco this October. Ten years of 
experience in underwater photography. 

MOVIES UNDER WATER, FISHER AND MATHISON 
3515 East #irst Street, Long Beach 3, California 











REGULATORS REPAIRED 


AQUA-LUNG REPAIRS & REFILLS 


CERTIFIED AIR SERVICE 
SAN DIEGO 
DIVERS SUPPLY 


4042 MIDWAY DRIVE AC 2-7021 SAN DIEGO 10, CALIF. 
All Aqua Lungs, EDCO Suits, and all Skin Diving Accessories. NO DOWN PAYMENT 





SKIN DIVER—SEPTEMBER— 39 





An. S 


for further al - 
information j 
ask for 


Sam 


GRanite 


17-0884 


Bill 


EX brook 


6-4407 


\ 


\\ 7a 


\ 





x 
: < “a 
CSRS RIS 


Nhe, 


<7) 





— SSy 





% Leave Wii 


Lp 


_ 
_— 
En 


y 


4h AL 


A 





AUTONOMOUS DIVING 
= WEEK-END 2& CATALINA! 


‘SI uA DUCE” 


Sinan BY EXPERT 
4 AQUA- wound TECHNICIANS 


















Sat ot Si 


‘a0 Reservation. ot Carter 7:30AM... 





Sonal Sindee ae 


Sold by people who understand it. 
Free certified lesson in pool with purchase of Lung. 











Tanks Filled 











® Scott Hydro-Pak 
© Aqua Lung 
® Divair 
© Arbaletes 
406 South Lake 
© Fins PASADENA, CALIF. 





Certified Air 
Rubber Suits 
Free Catalog 
Mailed on Request 
Open Mon. & Fri. 
Eves. Till 9:30 


Ample Parking 

















STOCK REDUCTION OFFER! 


FREE Western Jet Manta Mark 2 


with magazine grip & 1 box of cartridges 
with purchase of either: 


1 Hour DIVAIR Lung 


DXER Standard Aqua-Lung. . 


DXEJ Deluxe Aqua-Lung 





160-09 Jamaica Avenue, Jamaica 32, L.I. 







$129.50 

or 
$125.00 

or 
.. $140.00 


with 40 shot cartridge with purchase 

of either: 

Double tank DIVAIR 
or 

DXFJ2 Two tank Aqua-Lung . $200.00 

DXFJ3 Navy triple tank 


DA and DB Combinations also available 


FREE Mark VII CO2 Gun 


.. $195.00 


or 


Aqua-Lung . .$250.00 








FILL 


SKIN DIVING CATALOG 


FOR OUR 
LATEST JUMBO 


Send 1 5c 


Money refunded on first order. 








TANKS 


SPECIALISTS IN SALES RENTALS REPAIRS 


SKIN DIVING EQUIPMENT 


, N.Y. 


AIR 


%& BALSA - FIBERGLAS 


SURF BOARDS 

$60.00 UP — MADE TO ORDER 

**MAKE-IT-YOURSELF"’ 
KITS—$45.00 UP. 


%& SKIN DIVING — SCUBA 
CLASSES 


CERTIFIED INSTRUCTION 
WEDNESDAY 7:00-9:00 P.M. 


SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 


AQUA- LUNG 


Standard Tank—$1.25 
10 ONE HOUR sins — $10.00 


Ciubs given special consideration 


REFILLS 


Junior Tank—$0.75 


%& WE RENT 
AQUA-LUNGS 
SPEAR GUNS 

RUBBER SUITS 
MASKS & FINS 
SURF BOARDS 


332 NORTH CANON DRIVE 
BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
CRESTVIEW 
4-4223 
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Illinois ... 
Indian 


CHICA 
AQUA VENTURER 


By ROBERT M. HI 
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The last week of June and the first ¢ 
July found President Dr. Raymond May. 
cus and Vice President Hank Panaski o! 
our club, along with their wives. spend 
ing their vacation in Florida. Ray anj 
Hank visited most of the Keys ! etweejfwhich 
Largo and Vaca, using Miami B achaf We 
a base. They reported the fish to bla few 
sparse in a majority of places. Th: y doy 


it is a 
and were amazed at the wonderfu! under couldn 
water scenery at the Keys. On ‘he lasfquite a 
day of their stay they made a trip We ha 
Sombrero Reef just off Vaca k. y. Métion of 
brother Art and I were also in Viiamffsh in 
Beach on vacation, so we met th. nigh#And th 
before and arranged to go with |‘iem. tion. 

We obtained an inboard mot: r bog Wei 
from Norman Beaulieu’s Florid. Skige” 2" 
Divers establishment, along with tw here's 

Say ; ‘ as Gre: 
guides and sailed to the reef. A largd : 
wave unexpectedly swamped th: boa Vou 
and then the anchor rope was «ut by Michiy 


coral. Last of all the boat drifted - 
Califor 


a reef. As we frantically tried to <alvag 
our diving gear, a net was lowered fro 
the lighthouse on the reef. We put ou 
gear into the net and swam to the ligh 
house just in time. We watched the bod 
being pounded against the coral by th 
exceptionally rough waves. 


One 

Later, Norman, who had been notifilfing by: 
of our misfortune by the Coast Guard os 
showed up with a chartered fishing boaffof this 
This also was damaged in the attempt !#from 
salvage Norm’s boat. In fact, the fishin§Sheeps 
boat was about to signal for help # gq, 


couple of times, as water rushed it Spotfin 





through a split in the stern which wafy, be 
caused by the attempted rescue. cd as 
Upon reaching shore, Dr. Ray Marcu the Jur 
remarked, “Well, I can say one thing The 
The Florida Skin Diver will even sim Tucker 
their boat to please a customer.” diving 
Yellow 

The next day Ray Marcus and Hatifand hi: 


Banaski had to return to Marathon “biggest 
pick up some equipment which was leG py 
at the lighthouse. On that same day Ap, aol 
and I, along with Ed Morlan, Fuger, Jul 
Melzer and Bob Burkhead, also cli seints 
members who had just arrived in Floridifp, 4... 
were to leave on the schooner Whilf,. the 
Swan for a cruise to the Bahama Islandf ict 5, 


Ray Marcus was delayed and Captaig Few 
Foster of the White Swan couldn't wai by som 
any longer as he was overdue. The pa}or . 
sengers were eager to go, so Art and | apuly. 

a result landed in the Bahamas mini 
shoes, billfolds, diving knife, rescuoan \ 
pack, snorkle, camera and other ‘nin Blair S 
items. "> about 
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Indiana... 


INDIANA 
AQUA LUNGERS 


By ROBERT HANSEN 


“Qur trip to Greenbay in July was 
very enjoyable. The fish were abundant 
and the water was wonderful, with visi- 
bility about 30 feet and really warm. 
We did most of our diving on a reef 
which surrounds the sister Islands, of 
which we reached by motor boat. 

We «ntered by foot from the shore 
a few times but with great difficulty as 
it is awful rocky and my tender feet 
couldn: take it. Dick Oglesby also had 
quite a ‘ime, using his arbalete as a cane. 
We hac! a wonderful time, with the excep- 
tion of Dick losing his spear shaft with 
fish int.ct, and only two days to spend. 
And thnks again to Eric for the invita- 
tion. 

We'r. planning a trip to upper Michi- 
gan arvund Manistee and Onekama so 
here’s fioping the water is just as clear 
as Gree nbay. 

Would like to hear from the clubs in 


Michigan. Wisconsin and also Indiana. 
Maybe we can get together sometime. 


California... 


NEWPORT HARBOR 
SUB-MARINERS 


By ALAN WHITE 


One Sub-Mariner who believes in mix- 
ing business with pleasure is commercial 
ab-diver Ted Pederson. Recent examples 
of this are from Catalina waters: a vase 
from the “Valiant”, and a 12-pound 
Sheepshead. 

Other fish that swim no more: a 7-lb. 
Spotfin Croaker, giving Dick Mounteney 
the July trophy for the largest edible 
fish, and a 614-lb. Sheepshead, winning 
the June trophy for Johnny Miller. 

The last two weeks in June saw Bob 
Tucker on a fishing trip to Guaymas. The 
diving there was fabulous, with Grouper. 
Yellowtail, and Cabrillo bass giving Bob 





fof July 4th 


and his brother plenty to shoot at. Bob’s 
biggest was 35-lbs. 

Bob Clark, Ham Crum, and Bob Bar- 
bre got in some good diving the weekend 
Ensenada, Mexico and 
southward was the territory. 
Catches were small but highly edible. 


points 


as their accompanying families will 
attest to, 
Few fish but much talk was enjoyed 


Idn’t waify some of the older club members when 
The pat Ron Merker came home on furlough in 
t and I apuly. An impromptu beach meet was held 
yas mine one of Ron’s favorite spots. John and 
e, rescuoan Miller, Bill Silzle, Bill Stone and 
rer :nin@lair Smith were present to swap stories 








‘bass that never got away.” > 


District of Columbia... 


THE SUB-COMMITTEE 
By JOHN SCOFIELD 

The nation’s capital inaugurated its 
first skin and SCUBA-diving group early 
in July, when some 30 enthusiasts or- 
ganized as The Sub-Committee of Wash- 
ington, D.C. Initial impetus stemmed 
from a five-week course sponsored by the 
city’s Central YMCA; both skin diving 
and use of self-centered breathing gear 
was featured. Classes were held in the Y’s 
indoor pool until a measure of confidence 
was acquired, when operations were 
moved to a near by quarry. with some 
80-feet of reasonably clear (but mighty 
cold) water, and to the western shore of 
Chesapeake Bay. where the water is 
warmer, but murky. 

Thanks to the enthusiasm of YMCA 
physical director Bernard Empleton and 
aquatic director Wallace Hagerhorst. a 
representative sample of underwater gear 
was available for class use; graduates 
finished the course with at least some 
knowledge of Aqua-Lung. Scott Hydro- 
Pak, Northill, and Divair. 

Interested persons in the Washington 
area should contact Sub-Committee presi- 
dent Bill Childs. 2516 East Place. George- 
town, Washington, D.C. DUpont 7-4257. 

The Sub-Committee would 
contacts with clubs in the Virginia-Mary- 
land-New Jersey area for possible joint 
outings, and with clubs anywhere for the 
exchange of ideas and information. ™ 


welcome 


AQUA-ADDICTS 
By DON WOOD 

The Aqua-Addicts of San Luis Obispo 
and surrounding area met recently to 
elect officers and to adopt by-laws. Our 
Club is comprised of twenty men and 
women, all actively participating. 

Our area is one of the few virtually 
untouched areas for skin diving in Cali- 
fornia. The abs around here average 
9-inches. Fish are abundant. too. Our 
waters require rubber suits. but tend to 
warm up during the winter months. 

Our Club is sponsoring a competitive 
dive on Sunday, September 2nd at Morro 
Rock in Morro Bay, California. 
tration for divers closes that day at 
11:00 a.m. as there is a low tide at noon. 
There will be a nominal registration fee 
of $1.00 to each competing diver. 

Five trophies will be given, along with 
other prizes including a spring gun and 
other diving equipment. and sundry 
other items and services. 

We have extended invitations to sev- 
eral clubs around California but will 
welcome all interested divers. All inquir- 
ies and applications should be sent to 
“Al’s Sporting Goods Store” in Cayucos, 
California. 

Come on up. the water will be fine on 


September 25th. = 


California... 


Regis- 








NOW OPEN?! 


MARINA DEL REY 


3312 Pacific Ave. 
Venice, California 
Skin Diver Gear 
Sales and Rentals 


Compressed Air 
OPEN EVENINGS AND 
SUNDAY TILL 10:00 P.M. 


Telephones: EAstgate 2-1224 or 
EXbrook 9-3733 








SEA TOGS SUIT KITS 


These kits are made from the highest 
quality materials that are available. 
2 PLY GUM RUBBER SUIT KITS 
5 Long Suit, Hood & Boots $28.95 
6 Long Suit, with Boots, no d $24.95 
— —- SUIT KITS 
e with Hood $39.95 





509 § i t Bs $19.95 
Z s Suits 
State t, Height, and Waist measurements 
h orc and list of 
her KIT 
* De € 


LOMPOC SPORT 
DIVERS 


200 E. Ocean 
Lompoc, Calif. 








Open Boat Trips To 
CATALINA 


42’ Diesel Cruiser 


MARAY 


Every Saturday and Sunday 
7:30 A.M... 
Telephone Pierpoint Landing 
Long Beach 700-408 or NEvada 6-5759 
For Charter Anytime 
CALL MART TOGGWEILER 


Long Beach 90-9070 or 89-695 
Also call for information on overnight 


. $6 per person 


San Clemente Trip 








Just Published! 


J, SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendoll 







A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


: eens Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
~~ ined Diving Equi t and the 
vee, Latest Spearfishing 
Equipment and 
i . Techniques. 


db! 


\ \ In addition to ready made cenioosent now avail- 
\ able, there are many practical hints on equip- 





ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 


SKIN DIVER—SEPTEMBER—41 











S.P.A.A.U. MEETING 
(Underwater Spearfishing) 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1955 
8:00 P.M. 


834 West Olympic Bivd. 
Los Angeles, California 
Pat O'Malley, Chairman 








30 minute film — 16 mm 
of the 
53 & 54 NATIONALS 
by Owen Churchill 
Apply to “Skin Diver" 
for reservations 








SPORTLAND 


8102 La Mesa Bivd. La Mesa, Calif. 
HOpkins 6-9465 


AIR FOR AQUA-LUNGS 


Everything for the Skin Diver 








VErmont 4886 9-5 SATURDAYS 


FROGMAN SUPPLY COMPANY 


4407 S.E. Milwaukie Avenue 
PORTLAND 2, OREGON 
RENTALS @ AIR @ 


5-9 WEEKDAYS 


SALES @ TERMS 








FRANK EICHOLTZ SPORTING 
GOODS 


4052 El Cajon Bivd. San Diego, Calif. 
ATwater 3-2059 
Certified Air — Aqua-Lung Refills 


Lungs—EDCO Suits—10% down payment 
Complete Skin Diving Accessories 








IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL § aqua sports 


2401 Kalakaua, Honolulu 


Surf Arcada Bidg. Phone 91057 











Everything for the DIVER. 
If we don’t have it, we'll get it. 
Pacoima Hobby & Swim Shop 


13279 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Pacoima, Calif. 


Empire 96035 














SPORTS & ADVENTURE 


DIVEMASTER 


SKIN AND LUNG 
DIVING EQUIPMENT 


Leading nationally known and 
foreign made products. Inspec- 
tion tested at money saving 
prices. Underwater Breathing 
Apparatus, Swimming Masks 
and Fins, Diving Masks, Spear 
Guns, Water Skis, Diving 
Suits, etc. Send 25¢ for il- 
lustrated catalog. 


U.A.S. CORPORATION 


Dept. SD- 
5637 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago 38, tll. 
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Everything You Need for UNDERWATER 











QUEEN SANDRA pre- 
sents the Junior MAOS 
with the first place tro- 
phy for winning the 
Junior Division at the 
Southwest Border Assn. 
Championships. Yes, 
you have seen this pic- 
ture before but we had 
the winning team iden- 
tified wrong and also, 
we wanted to see 
Queen Sandra again. 
































Michigan... 


ANN ARBOR AMPHIBIANS 
By JEAN M. WHITE 


Every weekend this summer, save one, 
has been wonderful diving weather. The 
month of July has rolled away all too 
quickly and fall is straight ahead. 


In July there were lots of activities, and 
many people leaving on their vacation so 
it was hard to get all the members to- 
gether. Sunday, July 3rd. Jack Lichty 
and myself drove up to Alpena situated 
on Thunder Bay, Lake Huron, to meet 
Jerry White and Bob McAllister who had 
ventured up that way the day before. 


We dove on an old fishing schooner 
which had floundered in the shallows 
between two islands about a 45 minute 
ride from shore. The motor boats that 
we took out were almost seaworthy and 
we managed to stay afloat by bailing 
water all the way out and all the way 
back in. We had the pleasure of meeting 
Dick and Tom Brown, two divers who 
are doing a lot to promote this sport in 
Northern Michigan. That afternoon we 
helped Dick give a skin diving demon- 
stration for the Alpena Yacht Club. 

On July 10th, we went to Pickerel 
Lake. a fishing site and very unpopu- 
lated, because of the muck all around the 
edge of the lake. The visibility in the 
small lake is fantastic. The fishes and 
weeds are easily visible from the surface 
down to 25 feet. Lee and Dean Drake. 
Bob McAllister. Cliff Westerman. Mary 
Landes, Claude Creswell. Mick Quinn. 
Bob Hicks, and Jean and Jerry White 
attended this outing. 

July 17th, Cliff Westerman, Marty 
Belser, Jerry White and myself went to 
Pentwater to dive on the Anna C. Minch. 
As it turned out, we found the pole buoy 
and scoured the area for an hour and 
a half and were unable to locate the 


wreck. After talking to one of the ‘isher. 
men in Pentwater we decided that ‘he ice 
must of moved the buoy during the -pring 
thaw. We went home very disapp /inted| 


The nicest outing we have liad al 
summer was held Sunday, July 241\1. The 
Ford Motor Company invited us and th¢ 
Ford Seahorses to come to their }:rivate 
lake. We had a spearfishing cont: st be 
tween the two clubs, prizes, and the bes 
food ever was served in the Walder. 
woods dining room. The Ford Seahorse 
have arranged for us to go back the 27th 
of August, and we are going to haw 
another spearfishing contest at that time 


The Ford TV and Photography exper 


were on hand, and seemed to enjoy ouf 


antics, too. Jerry White gave a brief tal 
on safety, and Mel Laginess, President 0 
the Ford Seahorses added some pre 


cautionary measures that he had thoughif 
of. We all owe Bill Moss a vote of thanks 


for promoting this outing. He is a staf 
artist for Ford Times and a charter mem: 
ber of the Ann Arbor Amphibians. Thi 
is the sort of activity that can be carried 
out on a larger scale with the Great Lake 
Skin Diving Council with a little coo 
eration. 

Incidently, for all those clubs inter 
ested the proposed constitution for th 
Skin Diving Council has been rewritte 
and I will mimeograph and send out 
copy to all clubs. 

To get to the business side of our ski 
diving activity, Cliff Westerman he 
pulled up two outboard motors recently: 
Carl Rufus found a body for the Living 
ston County Police in Kent Lake: Jac 
Lichty, Marty Belser, Carl Rufus. an 
Jerry White found the body of an 18-year 
old airman who had tried to swim acro# 
Silver Lake; and Jerry White was for 
tunate enough to find a 16-ft. inboarl 
motor boat at Half Moon Lake abou 
70-feet down, and also picked up an ou! 
board motor at Portage this month. 
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EVERY GIMMICK and GADGET YOU NEED 


AQUA-LUNGS Overhauled 


New Venturi action Aqua-Lungs (Free demonstration) 
Skin Diver and SCUBA training 


We have a limited supply of underwater safety manuals by Bev Morgan 


The finest exposure suits—constructed to fit the 
buyer perfectly (no stocked suits) 


FOAM NEOPRENE suit kits. We cut the suit to the individual's size. 
(You glue together) . . . . $29.50 


Safety manual... . $1.50 


DIVE N’' SURF 


FRontier 9-1473 
223 Hermosa Ave., on the Seawall Redondo Beach, California 


CERTIFIED PURE AIR 
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‘Try the 


NEW Scott My dro Fes 


‘World's finest self-contained underwater breathing equipment 





You have a new sense of freedom as you 
swim through beautiful underwater - 
dens. You'll find the Scott HYDRO-PAK 
the perfect answer for srwater spear- 
fishing, photography, salvage, exploration 
or marine repair work. 


ot the HY 
crystal clear vision. 
HYDRO-PAK's to 
safer because it is super f 
the way where it can't be snag 


Come along for a thrilling adventu Before submerging, we close th 


The underwater world is like a stran 
new planet where you leisurely fly 
through a liquid atmosphere. Exotically 
beautiful plants of wondrous shapes and 
colors are everywhere to add to your 
pleasure. 


You'll be swimming in many different 
positions underwater. That's when you'll 
appreciate the famous Scott Demand Air 
Regulator. It is scientifically located on 
the mask for easiest possible breathing 
balance at any depth—=in any position 


ithout constant flow 


each it's easy to take the 
Regulator apart for a quick 
nd a necessary safety check 
required. The regulator's meta 
»f stainless steel for the ultimate 


in corrosion-resistance and dependability. 


“Econo-Miser”. Leave it open wh 
of water to conserve the air supply. 

forget to turn it off when you sub 
escaping air bubbles act as a 

reminder to close it; however, no 
enters the mask. 


The wide-band harness and back plare fi 
snugly and comfortably in or out 
water. Special adjustment and « 
release devices insure perfect fit and 

The Scott Air-Reserve device sign 

14 of the air supply remains. A fool 
reserve knob turns one way only, and with 
a distinct click. 


for complete information! 


SCOTT AVIATION CO 
8301 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, 


Only Scott offers nationwide sales, se-vid 
and air recharging facilities 








